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DEDICATION. 



Most Honoured and Respected Gentlemen- 
Were I to credit what each of your honour- 
ed parties says of the others, I could not ad- 
dress you in the respectful terms that my pres- 
ent purpose and habitual good-nature render 
imperative. I prefer to believe what each of 
you says of his own party, and certainly you 
ought to know your own principles better than 
your adversaries can know them. Thus estima- 
ted, no men can be more patriotic and sagacious 
than you severally are ; and every citizen of our 
confederacy should be proud that our active pop- 
ulation is so pure and disinterested. 

But, gentlemen, you are liable to mistakes, and, 
as I once heard from the pulpit, every man will 
retain some human nature despite the best efforts 
of the clergy. These common frailties may (I 
will not say they have) have led your ten- 
ets sometimes (seldom, perhaps, but sometimes) 
a little astray — a very little. I will not partic- 
ularize when and where, but only claim a little 
peccadillo some time or otkei. TViaaVa ^ ^RkV^ 
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poiiity but you will not deny me such an admis- 
sion. For the benefit, therefore, of that Uttle 
defect, I take the liberty of presenting to you the 
following narrative of a political experiment, 
with its incidents, that occurred in a remote re- 
gion which I once visited. Of the experiment 
no doubt exists, as you may find by consulting 
the learned. The whole has been laboriously 
collected by me from numerous folios, and so 
condensed, that, if the reader shall indulge the 
bad practice of skipping instead of reading, he 
will miss the deep learning that my pages con- 
tain, and which has been seasoned so as to pos- 
sess just pepper enough, salt, and other mild con- 
diments to make it palatable as well as whole- 
some. The admixture is humbly dedicated to 
you, in the confident hope of your united and 
immediate patronage, and of posterity's ultimate 
gratitude, by your very humble, 
Very dutiful, respectful, 

And obedient servant, 

THE AUTHOB* 
Apra 15, 1841. 



THE PHILOSOPHICAL EMPEROR; 

A POLITICAL experiment; 

OR, 
THE PROGRESS OF A FALSE POSITION. 



Among the emperors of Boresko i^hose fame 
has descended to posterity, none seems to have 
excited a greater sensation among his contem- 
poraries than the Philosophical Emperor; so 
called by reason of his fondness for experiment- 
ing in the science of government. Providence 
has created us with an appetite for what we pos- 
sess not rather than for what we possess. This 
is beneficial, by constantly presenting us motives 
for activity ; though a man who desires what he 
cannot obtain, may blame the contrivance rather 
than thank the contriver. 

The emperor, monarch over an obedient peo- 
ple, might be supposed to possess all he could 
desire; but the above principle urged him to 
desire more. He wanted to originate no meas- 
ure that was not popular, whatever mi^t V^ 
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its merits, and to repeal all that were unpopular, 
whatever might be their utiUty : in short, he de- 
ared popularity. 

The only obstacle he could foresee was the 
want of some criterion by which he might ascer- 
tain what measures would be popular and what 
unpopular. But philosophers are not often un- 
fruitful of expedients in the prosecution of their 
experiments. His majesty recollected the cele- 
brated quack doctor, who, when asked why his 
patrons were more numerous than those of reg- 
ular practitioners, replied, that he was patron- 
ised by the fools, who are numerous in every 
community, while regular physicians are patron- 
ised by the wise, who are few. His majesty 
could not see why the principle was not appli- 
cable to politics. He resolved to try it. He 
would so govern as to be patronised by the nu- 
merous class, and leave the desires of the few 
to be regarded by some future emperor, who 
should choose to make so unpromising an exper- 
iment 

That the mass of people are tickled with a 
straw and amused with a rattle, is a belief par- 
ticularly strong in Boresko, whose politicians as- 
sume that men and measures are unpopular in 
exact j>rqportion to their merit, and popular in 
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exact proportion to their demerit A politician 
of that country seldom harangues the populace 
"without talking all manner of nonsense, just as 
a man writes when he begins to compose a 
poem. 

With this clew to popularity, nothing was 
wanting but some suitable opportunity to sub- 
ject the theory to an experiment, on a scale com- 
mensurate with so great an emperor and so in- 
teresting a problem. 

Man soon finds what he wants to find. If he 
cannot find it otherwise, he creates it for his spe- 
cial enjoyment : for instance, if a man wants to 
see a ghost, he need only promulge his wish 
some night around a decaying fire, with a few 
alarmed and shocked listeners. Then let him 
ascend in the dark to a remote chamber, careful- 
ly looking over his shoulder every few moments; 
and if he will not see a ghost, he will feel as if 
he saw one, and that will be tantamount thereto. 

These principles acting on a mighty sovereign, 
he was not long in finding an occasion for the 
trial of his great experiment Boresko, as every 
person knows, is no inconsiderable part of a 
large continent. The customs of the govern- 
ment and the manners of the people possess as 
little resemblance to our customs ^xA\&scks&\& "^^ 
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the quadrupeds of Australasia, whose heads are 
usually where their tails should be, resemble our 
quadrupeds. But the peculiarity most interest- 
ing to Americans of the present day consists in 
the unacquaintance of the people with gold and 
silver. The whole commerce of the country is 
transacted by a currency which is based on su- 
gar; just as some of the West India Islands 
traffic with coffee, or as our forefathers used to 
employ beads in their trade with our aborigines. 

But sugar being a heavy commodity, its use 
became gradually superseded by a species of su- 
garplum, pretty to behold when new, very light 
and portable. To manufacture these employed 
many confectionaries, situated in different parts 
of the empire, and who conducted the business 
with more or less magnitude, and manufactured 
plums of more or less relative goodness. The 
whole were sufficiently good to answer the or- 
dinary purposes of commerce. 

The government, however, whose revenues 
and disbursements amounted daily to a hundred 
thousand plums, had long patronised a confec- 
tionary of which it was part owner, and of the 
purity of whose plums it was satisfied. These 
the government were willing to receive in pay- 
znent of duties, and to disburse in discharge of 
its debts, ^nLjnilitary , and civii. 
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The system was nearly coeval with the empire^ 
and resulted in the mutual benefit of the nation 
and the confectionaries. Very little sugar was 
employed as currency; but, whoever obtained 
any, sent it abroad in exchange for conveniences 
not procurable at home, or carried it to some 
confectionary, and obtained for it the more port- 
able article. While matters were thus proceed- 
ing smoothly and prosperously, a shopman of the 
government confectionary, " great events from 
trifling causes flow, and mighty oaks from lit- 
tle acorns grow," fell under the notice of his 
imperial majesty's plumkeeper, and under his 
displeasure also. 

To elucidate this mischance, I am compelled, 
fortunately for the reader, to introduce a pretty 
little episode. His iniperial majesty had been 
subjected, during his nonage, to the guardianship 
of an aristocratic, opinionated old lady, his god- 
mother, if I may so translate the word Felderal, 
that, in its literal i^gnification, is not entirely 
synonymous with godmother. This old lady 
Felderal presumed much (as old ladies will) on 
the relation in which she had stood to his majes- 
ty, till eventually her assumptions became troub- 
lesome and disgusting to him. Stie insisted, 
among other theoretical exttw^^j^sts^i^^'^K^^^ 
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was his own worst enemy ; and as physicians, 
when a patient is hot, endeavour to cool him, 
and when cool, to heat him, so she insisted that 
whatever the royal youth desired must be coun- 
teracted: 

This fiendlike doctrine she, with apparently 
the best intentions, was constantly inculcating 
upon all his attendants ; and, as her professions 
of knowledge, virtue, and experience were loud 
and incessant, she was so far obeyed as nearly to 
destroy the constitution of his highness by her 
nostrums, and cripple him for life by her re- 
straints. She invested him in a strait jacket, 
lest, by moving his arms too freely, he should dis- 
locate his shoulders or wound his royal body. 
She gagged his mouth, lest he should employ 
unbecoming language ; and stopped his ears, lest 
he should acquire some information that might 
mislead his judgment or corrupt his morals. 

The young emperor was unacquainted with his 
rights ; and as she surrounded him with persons 
who exaggerated the dangers of his position, the 
malignity of his subjects, the defects of his con- 
stitution, together with the benefit of possessing 
so wise a guardian, he tolerated her impositions, 
and deemed no person so capable as she of con- 
diic&og pubhc <aifairs. Her folly, or madness 
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(or perhaps her intemperance, for she delighted 
in a spaikling champaign called powpower), be* 
came every day more outrageous and insuffer- 
able. 

The will of the emperor's predecessor, by 
which she professed to be governed in the treat- 
ment of him, she explained with such a latitude 
as enabled her to perform whatever she chose, 
how much soever it interfered with the prejudices 
and supposed rights of his majesty's subjects. 
She ridiculed the supposition that a good parent 
could have intended to limit the usefulness of his 
son's guardian, or, if he had so intended, that 
the arms of the living should be palsied by the 
will of the dead. She also dissipated the resour- 
ces of the empire by prodigality and ostentation, 
excusing the extravagance by inculcating that 
public debts are pubUc blessings, irrespective of 
the objects for which the debts are created. 
Debts, she said, prevented changes ; and these 
she deemed the mother of all evil, and more to 
be feared than the evil one himself. 

In her youth she had indulged a passion to«^ 
wards ^ young monarch of a neighbouring isl- ' 
and, Glanden, whose subjects, though they en- 
joyed the benefits of fairly-dispensed justice, suf- 
fered such disparities of condition^ tbd^ ^\s^ ^ 
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them were bom with saddles on their backs, and 
others booted and spurred to mount and ride du- 
ring their lives. Shocking! yet countless eyes 
certified its truth : nay, even the Glandens admit 
the charge, but deem their island the most de- 
lightful in the world, and the most favourable 
for human improvement and comfort 

Of this opinion was also the old lady. Any 
way, the people of Boresko held such a belief 
of her. They even suspected that she designed 
to inoculate them with the Glanden saddles, 
boots, and spurs; just as the Porcupine family, 
during our day, threatened to ingraft their horrid 
deformity on the people of England : for a full 
account of which danger, see Rees' Cyclopedia ; 
and be not disbelieving, but rather believe, with 
the renowned Sam Patch, of jumping memory, 
that ^^ some things can be done as well as others." 

At length the people of Boresko became 
greatly alarmed at the possibility of such a 
transformation, and greatly agitated. They are 
very excitable, and the present excitement tra- 
ced its origin fifty years back from the time of 
which we are speakmg. At that period a her- 
mit Uved in a cave not far from the grekt com- 
mercial emporium Kroy wen. Many people sup- 
posed him insane^ others deemed him a prophet^ 
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and treasured up the remarks that fell from him. 
Among these i^emarks, none was more frequent 
than, 

** Botesko, Boresko, indulge not in pride, 
For Jack's son shall girth yon, and his heir shall ride." 

The couplet made a little noise in its day, but 
on the old man's death it was forgotten till about 
the time of which we are speakmg, when it came 
to the knowledge of an old woman who had 
been bedridden for many years and maintained 
by the parish. She reflected on it continually, 
and finally announced it as a supernatural reve- 
laticm, made to her in letters of fire as she lay 
one dark night with her eyes shut. 

Her rant soon became common gossip in the 
neighbourhood. The witty ridiculed it, the bold 
dared it, but the valetudinary and timid thought 
more was meant than people generally supposed; 
and by conversmg on the subject, they gradually 
alarmed each other, and each gradually aug- 
mented his own alarm. Some young men, who 
constituted a debating society, made it, jocosely, 
a topic of discussion ; and in the debate several 
of the speakers found arguments so favourable 
to the importance of the prediction, that they be- 
came converts to their own oratorical alarm; 
while those who opposed the predictLow b^^s&& 

B 
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' more hardened in unbelief, and assailed the pre- 
diction with increased ridicule. 

A minister of rehgion who happened to be 
present became offended at the levity that the 
opponents indulged. The prediction might be 
only an hallucination of a diseased mind, but it 
might be something more solemn, and no harm 
could arise from conducting the discussion as we 
should wish we had, should the prediction be 
really supernatural. Many good old men and 
old women, hearing these observations, began to 
deem the topic too serious for raillery, and, by en- 
deavouring to infuse this new view into their chil- 
dren, grandchildren, and domestics, cast around 
the subject a restraint which added poignancy to 
its discussion in secret 

The public soon became divided. The young 
and the thoughtless vented on the prediction in- 
creased merriment, by reason of the solemnity 
it had acquired with the old and grave ; while 
these invested it with additional respect, by rea- 
son of the levity that was cast on it l:y the 
young and thoughtless. 
/* In this state of the controversy, a popular and 
sagacious politician, who enjoyed the honour of 
Irving drawn the ancestral will, began to be- 
lieve that the predicddn was supernatural^ and 
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made in much mercy by the tutelary deity of 
Boresko, with express reference to the designs of 
old lady Felderal, to introduce into Boresko the 
saddles, boots, and spurs of Glanden. This 
opinion was no sooner uttered, than it was be- 
lieved implicitly by his numerous partisans, who 
saw in it a sagacity and patriotism that entitled 
the author to the everlasting gratitude of. the na- 
tion. 

Thus introduced into poUtics, the topic advan- 
ced rapidly in importance, and spread with aug- 
menting interest from village to village, from city 
to city, till the whole nation was one ferment 
People were constantly examining their backs to 
see if a saddle were not already growing ; and 
in many cases an incipient saddle was distinctly 
formed on some of the friends of the before-men- 
tioned patriot Indeed, so malignant had be- 
come the contagion which the old lady had in- 
troduced into the human system at Boresko, that 
every lumbago, rheumatism, carbuncle, and bile 
assumed immediately the type of a saddle: a 
change in diseases no way uncommon to medical 
experience. 

But what drove the people beyond farther en- 
durance, was the appearance of a full-grown 
saddle on the back of a poor or^^haiv^^Vx^^i^^ 
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the station of boot-cleaner, in a country tavern. 
The old lady and her partisans ridiculed the 
story, and affirmed that the boy was only hump- 
backed, which the more convinced people of her 
cold-hearted cruelty, as well as desperate wick- 
edness. They arose almost in mass, headed by 
the said judicious politician, dispossessed the old 
lady of her guardianship, and proclaimed the 
emperor of full age to act for himself. 

When the old lady saw the young emperor 
rescued from her authority, his mouth ungagged^ 
his ears unstopped, his arms unbound, she feign- 
ed the utmost alarm. She cautioned all persons 
to abandon the country, as he would seize their 
property, bum their religious books, tear to pieces 
the wiU of his progenitor, and fill up the meas- 
ure of his folly by marrying a mortal enemy of 
Olanden, whose monarch would ravage the 
country with two-legged bloodhounds, more fe- 
rocious and effectual than the four-legged species 
of South America. 

Time demonstrated the fali^ty of these predic- 
tions. Freed from restraints, the young emperor 
grew apace in stature and understanding. By 
imstopping his ears, he heard many naughty 
words, but he heard also many wholesome truths. 
3y nngagging his mouth, he occasionally prop* 
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agated error, but he also saccessfiilly combated 
it when uttered by others. By remoying the ob- 
structions which the old lady had interposed to 
the ingress of foreigners, multitudes flocked tc 
lioresko ; and though they occasionally brought 
with them the mange, they brought useful arts and 
sturdy arms enough to compensate for the evil, 
without reckoning the augmentation thus produ- 
ced to the stock of human happiness. 

The emperor, like every true philosopher (for ^ 
philosopher he was even while young), despised 
useless pomp, which taste kept the old lady rail- 
ing at his meanness, as she chose to term it. He 
was accustomed to dismount from his horse with- 
out assistance, and to throw the bridle over a 
post: mortal indecorums in her estimation. To 
her infinite astonishment, he wore a pair of red 
plush breeches, pursued economy in his expendi- 
tures, dismissed all superfluous attendants, paid 
his debts, and, by a judicious purchase, added to 
his hereditary dominions a large country, fruitfid 
in the richest natural productions, and populous. 

Uiunterrupted prosperity is not the lot of man, 
and the emperor was no exception. The king 
of Olanden behaved so insultingly, from con- 
tempt, probably, of the emperor's youth, that 
war became inevitable between \L^ \ni^ xi^^si:^ 

B2 
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"Vyar and fights, like courtship and kisses, are 
seldom interesting except to the actors and their ' 
connexions ; hence I will not burden my read- 
ers with the military operations of these remote 
regions. 

The old lady Felderal had long railed at the 
emperor for not declaring war. She pretended 
that he feared to call on his subjects for the re- 
quisite means, lest their avarice, stronger than 
their patriotism, should depose him. When, 
however, war was declared, and the emperor^s 
forces were victorious, she became enamoured of 
peace, and maintained that a moral and religious 
people ought not to rejoice at victories purchased 
by the sacrifice of human life. She invented a 
song, whose burden was ^^the golden days of 
C(Mnmercial prosperity," and she organized a 
peace society, whose tenets compelled the mem- 
bers not to fight even an invading army. Final- 
ly, as these expedients failed to destroy the em- 
peror, she collected the most desperate of her 
adherents, to concert means for tybg his hands 
behind his back, " peaceably if they could, for- 
cibly if they must," and delivering him to the 
kmg of Olanden. 

For this vile purpose, after much preparation, 
secret and open, ^ marched boldly at the bead 
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of her partisans, to the imperial residence. No 
resistance was visible. The palace gates were 
open, as in profound peace. The guards were 
withdrawn, either by accident or design ; and, 
without waiting to reflect what these signs por- 
tended, she embraced the facilities thus unex- 
pectedly furnished, and burst suddenly into the 
imperial presence, with her hands full of cords, to 
effect her disloyal purpose. Guess, oh reader 
(though you cannot, for you never heard the 
like), guess, if you can, her surprise, when she 
saw, side by side, on two royal thrones, high and 
lifted up, and which "far outshone the wealth 
of Ormus or of Ind.," the Emperor of Boresko 
and the King of Glanden; while courtiers of 
both nations filled the splendid apartment, con- 
gratulating each other on the happy restoration 
of a mutually honourable peace between the two 
mighty and kindred sovereignties. 

The King of Glanden, as a spirited, honoura- 
ble man, felt shocked rather than gratified at the 
treason which had been intended for his benefit; 
while the indignation of the Boreskoens was so 
universally excited, that they seized the malig- 
nant old lady, and, in spite of protestations of re- 
pentance loud and incessant, they branded her 
on the forehead, and so hooted Yl^^V^tsl^q^ 'v:^ 
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peared in public, that she fled to her house and 
feigned she was dead. 

Thus continued matters in Boresko for many 
years, and till the period when the shopman of 
the government confectionary displeased his im- 
perial majesty's plumkeeper. The shopman, by 
some obliquity of intellect, imbibed a sympathy 
for the defunct old lady, or, rather, for the old 
lady who said she was defimct; no evidence 
bemg extant of her death except her own as- 
sertion, which nobody believed but her friends. 
Rumours began to arise, and spread far and vride, 
till the atmosphere became unwholesome with 
them, that the government confectionary was en- 
deavourmg to resuscitate the old lady if dead, 
or to succour her if living, and restore her to the 
guardianship of the emperor. 

No proof existed of this malign interference 
in politics of the confectionary (a thing unheard 
of before in Boresko), except that the said fore- 
man was accused of giving sugarplums to her 
friends when he refused them to the friends of 
the emperor. At the first intimation of this con- 
duct, the imperial plumkeeper merely requested 
the confectioner to discharge the obnoxious 
shopkeeper, and appoint in his place a nominee 
of the plumkeeper. But the sturdy confection- 
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er bluntly refused. He mounted a very high 
horse^ which is often employed in Boresko by 
short men on great occasions, and, ridmg direct- 
ly to the department of the plumkeeper, deliv- 
ered a lecture on independence, and concluded 
by declaring that, though the emperor was pa- 
tron of his confectionary, and harmony ought to 
exist between the government and its functiona- 
ries, he would retain the shopkeeper, emperor or 
no emperor. 

The plumkeeper was shocked. He deemed 
the matter so extraordinary, that he sought an 
immediate audience of his majesty, into whose 
royal ear he poured the leprous distilment of his 
tale. The emperor, a true philosopher when 
pleased, being the mildest of mortals, was a very 
roaring lion when displeased, as in the present 
case. His first impulse was to have both confec- 
tioner and shopkeeper shot under the second sec- 
tion of the articles of war; but shooting, being 
attended with several inconveniences, was event- 
ually abandoned. 

The emperor, absolute vdthin certain limits, was 
a limited sovereign beyond them. He possessed 
no authority to compel the confectioner to re- 
move one shopman and appomt another. What 
be could not do directly, he o\ig\il tis^X. V;^ ^^fi^sos^ 
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indirectly. But thus reasoned not the majesty of 
Boresko. Besides, he caught an ij[|)dbg of the 
interesting thought, that he could so manage the 
controversy with the confectionary as to try with 
it the popularity experiment that he meditated. 

From time immemorial, some men of meta- 
physical minds had questioned whether a gov- 
ernment confectionary could be established in 
Boresko without a violent construction of the 
will under which his imperial majesty reigned, 
and which had long been deemed the constitu- 
tion of the empire. This will was exceedingly 
venerated. To express deference for its author- 
ity was always a highway to popularity. The 
more beneficial the measure which you sacrificed 
to this deference, the more deference you evinced. 
Now the acquisition of popularity, regardless of 
the means, was the experiment which his majes- 
ty intended to assay ; and as the folly of man- 
kind was the polar star by which he intended to 
steer his course, the destruction of the confection- 
ary was precisely the measure for his purpose. 
The confectionary was useful enough to make its 
destruction eminently foolish; and fools were 
numerous enough to make its destruction eminent- 
ly popular. Thus reasoned the emperor. 

But, while his philosophical majesty was intent 
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on making his resentment subsidiary to a great 
experiment in politics, he was miconsciously 
commencing a great experiment in morals, and 
which, to my apprehension, is as interesting as 
the other. He was trying the effect of a false 
position. 

The doctrine of false position has been but lit- 
tle studied in the United States. In France it is 
understood perfectly. There everything is solv- 
ed by false position, just as chymists solve every- 
thing by attraction and repulsion, mathemati- 
cians by circles and tangents, old people by 
loss and gain, young people by love and court- 
diip. But so innocent, I fear, are some of my 
dear readers, that they probably are iminitiated 
into the nature of a false position. I will pre- 
sent them an example of one. A young lady, 
being on a visit at a noble friend's mansion, 
was betrayed by complaisance into an admission 
that she was very fond of potted sprats, though 
she abhorred the sight, taste, and smell of them. 
This little falsehood brought her into a false po- 
rtion as respects her noble friend, who, to obUge 
her young guest, provided for her nothing but 
potted sprats. 

This contmgency the young lady had not con- 
templated. She had intended nothing but to 
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please her noble hosten by joining her in a eu- 
logy of the aforesaid abomination. She expect- 
ed this was to be the be all, and the end all of 
the matter. But not so nature, who will occa- 
sionally have a word to say about almost every- 
thing. We need not wade into the current of 
Niagara Falls unless we please; but, after we 
hxve waded in, we must thereafter be governed 
by the course and force of the stream. Just thus 
is.avialse position in morals or politics : we need 
not get into it unless we please ; but, after we are 
in, other principles begin to act on us, and no 
man can foresee where he is to be driven. So 
the aforesaid young lady found herself suddenly 
seated beside a plate of sprats, with all their 
disgusting odours rising to her face, and their 
horrid forms spread out before her eyes. A mo- 
ment ago, she might, with entire propriety, have 
declared her disgust of them ; but she had taken 
her false position, and that was now to govern. 

She had said she liked them, and she now 
must eat ; and her obedient hands forthwith cut 
off the proper portion, and placed it in her mouth, 
which obedientiy had opened to receive it. But 
no sooner was it there than she had to contend 
against less obedient instruments. Her whole 
soul and stomach revolted at the iinwelcome in- 
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trusion. This, too, was an unlooked-for incident ; 
but swallow she must, despite soul and stomach, 
or submit to an alternative still more shocking. 
Down, therefore, went the sprat; and happy 
would the young lady hare been had that con- 
cluded the adventure. But such is not the na- 
ture of a false position. The sprat, though swal- 
lowed, must be in some way or other disposed 
of; for every effect is no sooner produced than 
it becomes a cause, producing an effect oi its 
own, and so vdthout end. This eternal catena- 
tion is as necessary to keep the world supplied 
with events, as that the o^pring of to-day must 
be a parent to-morrow, is necessary to keep the 
world supplied with men. 

As you recede from the seat of empire, you 
find the agents of government less obedient to 
authority ; so, as you recede from the surface to 
the interior of the microcosm man, you find the 
agents less and less obedient to the will. The 
stomach of the said young lady was greatly irri- 
tated when the intruder entered, not merely 
without invitation, but against an avowed repug- 
nance. Still the stomach was sufficiently under 
control to retain its inmate. But here the au- 
thority ended o{ all external govemm^t. The 
chyle would not digest the intruder^ noc tb^.'^v 
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lorus permit its egress. The whole inner woman 
suffered a state of rebellion ; when a new actor 
appeared upon the stage (duly called, however, 
by regular succession), in the shape of fever, 
first mild and gentle, then importunate and bold, 
then raging, and then outrageous. The fever 
introduced, in turn, a new agent in the shape of 
a physician, grave and knowing; who introdu- 
ced two others more knowing still, who intro- 
duced various cathartics, diaphoretics, lancets, 
leeches, blisters, and glysters, which together 
soon introduced debility, epilepsy, and catalepsy ; 
which, to the astonishment of no one but the 
doctors, introduced death, who ended the false 
position. 

My readers understand now something of the 
nature of a false position. I hope they will nev- 
er know one experimentally. Should they un- 
fortunately become entangled with one, they had 
better not flounder along in it till they are car- 
ried they know not whither, but adopt the prac- 
tice of French and English statesmen, who, im- 
mediately on the happening of such a dilemma, 
submit to what they call a ministerial crisis, and 
quietly resign their official posts. An occasion 
of this kmd has just transpired in France. The 
ministry had so blustered against England in re- 
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ladon to Egypt and Assyria, and so anned« their 
country for war, that they were compelled to 
hazard the peace of Europe in order to preserve 
their consistency, or resign oi&ce. They wisely 
chose the latter evil, and retired covered with 
gloiy for the great things they would have ac- 
complished had the king only permitted them to 
carry forward their grand designs : thus the min- 
isters preserve their credit, the nation its peace. 
Something similar occurs occasionally in low life. 
A man will become very abusive and very belli- 
gerant towards some man whom, after all, he has 
no stomach to encounter ; and, relying on some 
friend, who, understanding the case, kindly holds 
him back, he is dragged from his awkward po- 
tation with all the honour of having exhibited 
great bravery. 

A pretty escape from a false position was once 
practised by a statesman of our own. Full of 
patriotism, and perhaps the cheer of a good din- 
ner, he announced that, unless Oreat Britain 
would relinquish a disputed territory, our gov- 
ernment should take possession of it on the fourth 
of July. Oreat was the alarm of the peaceful 
at the belligerant announcement. Oreat was the 
rejoicing of contractors, military officers, and 
young gentlemen with large whiskei& ^sv^ "OiB!:^ 
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taches. The partisans of the said statesman 
saw, of course, a " godlike" wisdom in the move- 
ment, while the discreet part of community saw 
nothing but a mischievous bravado that might 
induce collision between two nations whose in- 
terests were peace. Of this class was the hon- 
ourable senator himself on a nighf s cool reflec- 
tion ; hence he corrected his position by saying, 
he did not mean next fourth of July, nor the 
fourth day of any particular July, but some July a 
century hence, if peace could not be preserved 
on any shorter postponement 

But false positions are not confined to politi- 
cians and complaisant young ladies : they per- 
vade human operations generally. They lie at 
the foundation of many actions that are brought 
against young gentlemen for breaches of matrimo- 
nial engagements and some things worse. The 
poor souls mean originally nothing but a little 
innocent osculation perchance ; when, forthwith, 
the roguish lips no sooner meet together, than, 
like the wand of a harlequin, they transform the 
action into a false position, which leads the par- 
ties by various steps into a court of law ; where, 
while love-letters are exposed and love-secrets 
disclosed, the young fools look much like a 
couple oi rats, who, after entering a trap, and re- 
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galing themselves with a nice piece of toasted 
cheese all in the dark, are suddenly transported 
into the light, cheese, trap, and all, without a 
hole to hide their heads in. 

But let no man suppose that false positions al- 
ways result after the manner of the foregoing 
examples, and hence, that he can anticipate the 
fate of the Emperor of Boresko. I am not nov- 
ice enough to Jet my readers find out the end, 
without the trouble of reading to the end. Who, 
pray thee, cracks the stone of an honest peach, 
that carries all its good things outside 1 though 
he will endanger a good set of teeth to crack a 
discreet walnut, whose inside is 9ot very good 
after it is attained. 

At the next meeting of the imperial Parlia- 
ment, which assembles annually in Boresko, his 
majesty resolved to commence operations against 
his rebellious confectioner. He informed the 
Parliament that nothing pressed so heavily on 
his royal breast as the desire to preserve invio- 
late the will of his immortal progenitor. Under 
this solicitude, he could not help recollecting 
that many grave and reverend seignors doubted 
the constitutional power of government to es- 
tablish a coafectionary. That such an establish- 
ment had been maintained during nearly th& 
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whole existence of the government, only show- 
ed that the evil had existed too long, and should 
be abated as speedily as possible. The present 
confectionary had but six years longer to exist, 
and his loving subjects should begin to reflect 
on the possibility of devising some substitute 
that would possess the benefits of the confection- 
ary without its constitutional objections. 

His majesty had probably no immediate de- 
sign, except to show the confectioner that he 
had disturbed a hornet's nest. No other rational 
elucidation can well be given for the premature 
agitation of so grave a topic. Even the scru- 
ples themselves which disturbed his majesty's 
conscience, after an acquiescence of forty years 
in such an institution, were much like the qualms 
that seized the conscience of Henry the Eighth of 
England, in relation to his wife Catharine, after 
a cohabitation with her of eighteen years. If 
their majesties were honest, appearances greatly 
slandered both sovereigns. 

The declaration of the emperor was a seven 
days' wonder to all men ; yet, as remote evils dis- 
turb but little present equanimity, the threatened 
exterm'mation of the confectionary fell on the 
public susceptibilities like a stone on a pool of 
water. An agitation extended momentarily far 
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and wide, but every successive ripple became 
fainter, till all was again imruffled 

In married life, husband and wife indulge oc- 
casionally, even before friends, in a little connu* 
bial cross-firing. The friends depart and forget 
the unpleasant incident ; but the husband and 
wife must remain and fight it out So, though 
the public soon ceased from reflecting on the 
new demonstration of the emperor, he and the 
confectioner ceased not from reflecting on it; 
and keenly enough the confectioner reciproca- 
ted his royal master's hostility. He had com- 
menced a little false position on his own private 
account. It consisted in diverting the confec- 
tionary from its natural position of a government 
conyenience mto a government opponent; and 
from its money-making pursuits, to operations 
which had for theur object a renewal by Parlia- 
ment, despite the opposition of the emperor. 

The combatants were severally confident of 
success. The emperor possessed more passion 
to give energy to his resentment, the confection- 
er more leisure to devote to a single object the 
whole energy of his soul. The emperor, tower- 
ing in his pride of place, felt strength in the pat- 
ronage which he was able to dispense ; the con- 
fectioner felt equally strong in the contiol ol ^ 
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commodity that was about as desirable as any- 
thmg that the emperor possessed, and more with- 
in the every-day occasions of the people. The 
emperor relied on his popularity, the obedient 
habits of his subjects, and chiefly on the preju- 
dices of the people against anything that could 
be subjected, right or wrong, to the charge 
of unconstitutionality. The confectioner relied 
equally on the power which he possessed of in- 
juring or benefitbg, as he should elect, the prop- 
erty of nearly every man in the community. 
And, finally, he relied on the utility of his insti- 
tution to the government, in the collection, safe 
keeping, and disbursement of its revenues ; and 
to the public, in regulating domestic and foreign 
exchange, in furnishing a currency of nearly 
uniform value over the whole empire, and in 
which government dues could be paid without 
tbe procurement of sugkr, that was scarce as 
well as cumbersome. 

The emperor also possessed a final reliance. 
He knew that his subjects possessed destructive- 
ness. He knew it without the aid of phrenolo- 
gy. In early ages tbey delighted in tragedies, 
whose actors were killed for the amusement of 
the spectators. The theatres were strewed with 
sand to absorb the blood which flowed from the 
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dying actors, while ^omen as well as men uni- 
ted in applauses when a mortal thrust was given. 

In a more refined age, lions, elephants, and 
tigers were accepted in substitution of human 
combatants; in ages still more meliorated, bulls, 
dogs, and cocks superseded more ferocious aiu<« 
mals. Even these yielded finally to a species of 
written romance, which gratifies the natural ap« 
petite for cruelty (as ravenous for aliment as 
ever) by highly-wrought narratives of undeserv- 
ed human suffering, sometimes moral only, but 
generally physical and moral conjomed. The 
sufferings must be so natural as to create the il- 
lusion that the misery is real, or it fails in grati- 
fying the appetite to which it is addressed, and 
hence fails of being a popular production. 

A company of delicate young females will lis* 
ten with delight while some of their number is 
reading aloud one of these demoniac produc- 
tions. Despite their youth and beauty, they look 
like a group of young cannibals enjoying the 
groans of some tortured wretch. I admit they 
shed tears over these fictions woes, but they 
would not solicit such tears if delight flowed not 
with them. No doubt their ancestors shed kin- 
dred tears at the real tragedies to which I have 
referred. How men of genius, for such the ^us^ 
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thors of these fictions often are, can condescend 
to pander to cruelty, the vilest appetite of our 
nature, and the one which we most abhor in oth- 
er animals, I cannot conceive. 

I find nothing in Christendom like the above 
taste of the Boreskoens, except the eagerness 
with which capital executions are witnessed, and 
which has induced some legislators to inflict all 
such punishments privately, lest the sight should 
stimulate to crime, by creating in beholders a de- 
are to be hanged. The taste for hangmg may 
be acquirable as well as a taste for tobacco. 
The one seems not more repugnant to nature 
than the other. I have, however, seen four cap- 
ital executions, and at each exhibition felt an 
increased horror against being a principal in a 
like exhibition : but tastes are proverbially differ- 
ent I have never succeeded in liking tobacco. 

Even in America a little of the Boreskoen 
destructiveness appeared some years ago. A 
sloop, freighted with bears and other animals, 
was to be drifted over the Falls of Niagara as a 
means of collecting to some adjacent tavern a 
concourse of visiters. Nor was the.design inef- 
fectual. How much farther would not men go 
to see a whole government confectionary de- 
stroyed, with its great interests and numerous 
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Utilities'? This treat the emperor designed for 
the people of Boresko, and he thought it could 
not fail from bemg popular. 

Thus nearly balanced in means and prospects 
stood the majesty of fioresko and his contume- 
lious confectioner. Had the confectioner, even 
after his obstinacy in relation to the shopkeep- 
er, attended quietly to his sugarplums, and left 
the renewal of his confectionary to the good 
sense of Parliament and the people, we should 
have seen, better than at present, whether the 
emperor's theory was correct, m imputing folly 
and destructiveness to the people. But men^ 
though prone to trust Providence in matters that 
they can control by their own right hand, are 
equally prone to trust their right hand in mat- 
ters that Providence alone can control. Thus 
acted the confectioner. He was not willii^ to 
act right, and let the emperor act wrong if he 
dared, but he preferred to try the oft^epeated 
experiment of whether two wrongs would not 
make a right 

When the inhabitants of a besieged city delib- 
erated on the best means of defence, the carpen- 
ters recommended wooden fortifications, you 
know, while the tanners .were strenuous in rec- 
ommending leather. By the same ^jrisicv^V^^^SoA 
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confectioner, in pondering on his weapons^ was 
led to depend chiefly on his sugarplums. And 
truly, in regard to the said plums, the innocent 
reader had better understand at once that they 
are a very curious article. They are deliciously 
sweet while m the mouth, but, like the little book 
in the Holy Apocalypse, they are not unfrequentiy 
bitter in the belly : a receptacle, by-the-by, un- 
known in our virtuous country, though we pos- 
sess a lower stomach, which is much the same 
thing. Like opium, their use can seldom be dis- 
contmued after once habitually indulged. The 
more a man eats of them, the more he wants ; 
and, when permitted, a man will seldom refrain 
from borrowing them till he bursts : very much 
like a gluttonous cow in a dover-field, or a horse 
in a corncrib. 

They possess also the curious power of making 
the borrower speak like the lender. The number 
necessary to effect this result depends on certain 
peculiarities in the person to be operated on. A 
learned prime-minister of Glandin once asserted 
that every man can be thus adected; but the 
proposition is deemed too generaL In Boresko^ 
the confectioner found even an ordinary man who 
took 52,975 plums before his speedi would retain 
the right tune. His imitation of the confectioner 
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was, however, then so close, that^the poor man 
was greatly ridiculed ; but we ought to admire 
the strength of constitution that required so large 
a dose, rather than ridicule the imitation when 
so powerfully induced. 

With these plums, therefore, the confectioner 
concluded to wage battle with the emperor. He 
supplied himself with an enormous breeches- 
pocket, which be kept full of the precious com- 
modity, to be distributed occasionally, in addition 
to the regular streams which issued from the con- 
fectionary in its regular operations. When he 
appeared in public, especially in the commercial 
streets, he was followed by crowds, who seemed 
attracted by his pockets, just like fish by coculus 
indicus. Happy were printers in those days, and 
financial critics. Entreaties were unnecessary to 
sell the prosing nonsense of dull statistics. More 
than 7000 plums were given by the confectioner 
for the printing and distribution of one financial 
pamphlet, and 99,720 were employed in kindred . 
operations. 

In eighteen months the confectioner increased 
the issue of his sugarplums thirty millions : this 
in the face of the emperor's suggestion that he 
ought to prepare for the extinction of his estab- 
lishment The public were as fully ch.w^pi'^^ 
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them as possible. No period^ therdbre, seemed 
more au^icious than tibds for testmg who was to 
rule in Bore^o, the emperor or the confectioner. 

The learned reader well knows that the Em- 
peror of Boresko is not absolutely a sovereign for 
life. A little formality, like an election by the 
people, must determine whether he shall continue 
to reign. The period of this formality is critical 
in the lives of the emperors. They are affected 
much like canary birds at the moulting season, of 
like silkworms when they cast thdjr skins. The 
emperors wish, therefore, to keep everything 
around them as quiet as posdble at this juncture ; 
and happy for them would have been the ar- 
rangement, if, like the halcyon during its incu- 
bation, they could tranquillize the surrounding 
surges. But such, alas! is not their destiny. 
Their subjects, especially of the baser sort, take 
advantage of the delicate condition of the em- 
perors, and become proportionably bold; pro- 
pounding to them political int^rogatories with 
a strut that is truly ridiculous ; while the emper- 
ors answer with the meekness of lambs, the af- 
fection of doves, and the melody of dying swans : 
though, perchance, a month earlier, especially 
a month later, no answer wouM be vouchsafed 
to even humble mquiries. 
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A formality like the above was approachmg, 
and the confectioner seized on the conjuncture 
for solemnly presenting to Parliament the ques- 
tion of his renewal. Should his majesty oppose 
it, he would encounter the wrath of all who 
thought the confectionary ought to be continued, 
and all who deemed its continuance beneficial to 
their interests: two classes sufficiently numer- 
ous, thought the confectioner, to defeat his ma- 
jesty's re-election. 

But, while the confectioner presented to his 
majesty the above dilemma, his majesty's false 
position presented him another. He had solemn- 
ly intimated that the confectionary was uncon- 
stitutional. Falstaff claimed that he could tell 
a true prince by instinct : so emperors tell by in- 
stinct what is constitutional. The declaration, 
therefore, of his majesty in relation to the un- 
constitutionality of the confectionary had taken 
root deeply and branched widely. The believ- 
ers stood, with serried ranks and bristling lances, 
ready to impale his sacred majesty should he 
become recreant to the faith with which he had 
indoctrinated them. 

Parliament saw with pain the position of his 
majesty. The renewal ought not to have been 
pressed at such a moment. Still, his majesty 
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had two years preyiously said that the confec- 
tioner should prepare to die ; hence he could 
not deem its application premature. The Par- 
liament saw, moreover, with displeasure, that 
the confectionary left the Parliament no alterna- 
tive but to humble the emperor or destroy an in- 
stitution essential to the countiy . But they knew, 
'also, if a renewal of the confectionary was a tri- 
umph over the emperor, he had voluntarily taken 
the false position, and the country ought not to 
suffer. 

Thus prettily balanced, as argumentation 
generally is, the feelings had, as usual, to turn 
the scales, which logic would keep in endless 
trepidation. A majority, therefore, in consider- 
ation of the utility of a government confection** 
ary, and the derangements that would result 
from its discontinuance, passed the bill triumph-* 
antiy in favour of the confectioner. 

I have so often said Boresko is a curious 
country, that no doubt my readers believe the 
assertion. Among its curiosities is a high rock, 
which overhangs a fearful precipice, whose bot- 
tom is just as much below the surface of the sur- 
rounding country as the summit of the rock is 
above the surface. 

From its summit the rock presents the most 
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enchanting views that the country affords, while, 
by some peculiarity, the spot is always brilliant 
w^th Ught and genial with wannth. The atmo- 
sphere exerts, however, a medical influence. 
While inhaling it, each person possesses in ima- 
gination whatever he desires at the moment : 
riches, health, power, or even a lady's love. 
The place is appropriately termed the pinnacle 
of hope. Hither tradesmen resort from the 
wholesome fatigues of legitimate business; spec- 
ulators, firom the unwholesome hazards of ille- 
gitimate ventures. Hither come politicians, when 
they are melancholy from the fear of losing pow- 
er and place, or joyous with the prospect of re- 
gaining them. Hither come physicians fix)m 
learned contests with each other about the treat- 
ment of some distinguished patient, the obstinacy 
of whose disease refused to be allayed by the ut- 
most skill of art Hither resort also lawyers, to 
avoid the dismayed countenances of unsuccessful 
cUents, and clergymen, the rancour of rival po- 
lemics ; in short, all persons who wish to cheat 
the present moment of its anguish by pleasant 
anticipations of the future. 

Occasionally, however, a peculiar madness 
seizes the visiters, and they jump from the de- 
lightful pinnacle into the abyss below, whose 
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noxious vapours prostrate all the energies of life, 
and reverse all the reveries of hope. No con- 
trast is greater than a man on the pinnacle, erect 
in stature, confident, supercilious ; and the same 
man in the pit, bent, irresolute, and servile. 
Some observers insist that, in the jdt, a man usu- 
ally loses his moral principles ; but, On the pin- 
nacle, is virtuously inolincMcti sensitive of reputa- 
tion, faithful of trusts. 

To jump ocqasionally into the pit is common 
to all who visit the mountain, and to some who 
keep on the plain ; but the madness to which I 
have alluded consists in rapid alternations from 
the moimtain to the pit, annoying all persons 
who are forced, by friendship or consanguinity, 
to consort with the unfortunate maniacs. To 
remain permanently either on the pinnacle or in 
the abyss is deemed a species of the same disor- 
der, though not so common. 

During the agitation by Parliament of the 
question of the renewal, the confectioner and 
his friends frequently regaled themselves on the 
delightful pinnacle, and occasionally precipitated 
themselves into the pit below i but, as a faithful 
historian, I must say, the emperor was never 
seen in either position. With iron nerve and 
blenchless eye, he kept in the plain, and 
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had long resolved on his course in any contin- 
gency. 

Great was the joy of the confectioner at the 
decision of Parliament Great and loud was the 
shout of all who had tasted the contents of his 
breeches-pocket. But what is great in degree 
is, by a fiat of nature, short in a like degree. The 
emperor, with the avidity of a hawk towards its 
prey, seized on the offensive bill with a re- 
lentless grasp ; and, in the exercise of an undis- 
puted prerogative, vetoed its passage, and assu- 
med the responinbiUty of its destruction. To 
give solemnity to this decision, and make it bar- 
monize with the alleged unconstitutionality of 
the confectionary, his friends so contrived that 
the bill was subjected to his veto on the anniver<* 
sary of their national independence : a day which 
is honoured by naughty boys with bonfires, squibs^ 

Sunday School processions, and solemn address- 
es frcun governors and oth^ ambitious mag« 
nates, who make love to the papas by taUdng 
lovelily to the dear, moist-nosed children. 

Many branches of knowledge exist in out 
world that are unknown to theory and imtaught 
in schools. When, for instance, you regale for 
the first time little Master Tommy with a walk 
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by your side, you will find active employment in 
chasing after his little hat, which, ever and anon, 
the wind will blow off firom his foolish little bead. 
We know how to keep ours on, despite the keen- 
est efforts of the wind ; and we achieve the vic- 
tory, not by yielding to the blast, but by thrust- 
ing our crown directly into the wind's eye, and 
making it blow on the hat instead of blowing 
it off. 

So the emperor had not learned at any school 
that the constitutionality of the confectionary 
could be affected by the day on which he should 
veto it ; but he knew the comcidence was worth 
the trouble of its concoction ; and the trick be- 
came, subsequently, a part of the regular ma- 
chinery of government 

People as enlightened as my readers may be 
unable to comprehend how such a contrivance 
can be effectual; but they will comprehend it 
when they are informed that in Boresko every 
man believes the moon is made of green cheese. 
When I first heard the assertion, I supposed it 
was used in levity, as with us ; but I soon ascer- 
tained my mistake ; and, had not my fiiends in- 
terposed, I should have been immured in an asy- 
lum of lunatics, for denying what no person who 
is educated in Boresko ever denies unless he is 
jSiantia 
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I next supposed that the whole population 
must possess a belief which they do not feel ; 
but I soon found my error. The assertion is be- 
lieved, not, indeed, as a person believes the ex- 
istence of the moon itself, but as an acquiescence 
of the understanding in the dictates of the feel- 
ings ; just as every man belietes that his sons 
are paragons of goodness, and his wife and 
daughters personifications of virtue and beauty. 

But what is green cheese ? The question is 
as perplexing in Boresko as it can be in Ameri- 
ca. Hundreds of persons gain a living by ex- 
pounding it, and all differ in their expositions. 
It forms a part of every system of divinity which 
exists in Boresko, excepting always the system 
to which I was attached. It forms a still more 
conspicuous part in every system of skepticism 
and unbelief. It enters largely into medicine, 
and constitutes the part which the professors 
discuss with the most virulent disagreement 
among themselves, and present most ostenta-< 
tiously to the public. It forms a large portion 
of what are deemed the sublimest tenets of as- 
tronomy, and the wonderful parts of phrenology, 
psychology, mental philosophy, and metaphysics. 
Electricity^ botany, magnetism, chymistry, and 
geology employ it lai^ely as a sweetenin^^ to 
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make the studies palatable. In short, if any 
branch of knowledge is not mixed up with it, the 
branch has not fallen under my observation. In 
politics, it' is employed freely, and it constituted 
the motive of his majesty in vetoing the confec- 
tionary oA the aforesaid anniversary. 

That the conjuncture between the veto and the 
anniversary should not escape unconsciously, like 
the imstrained-at camel, down the coarse 
throats of his loving subjects, his majesty took 
special care to say in his veto, ^^ that, having 
considered the bill with the solemn regard to the 
principles of the constitution which the day was 
calculated to inspire, and having come to the 
conclusion that it ought not to become a law, I 
herewith return it to the House of Lords, in which 
it originated, with my objections." 

Men who take a nap after dinner because it 
pleases them, will often invent learned reasons 
therefor afterward. So, though his majesty had 
determined long since on the destruction of the 
confectionary, he assigned reasons therefor of a 
recent date ; and as sailors, whose profanity is 
proverbial, damn their enemies ^^up hill and 
down hill," so his majesty, by virtue, perhaps, of 
his station as high-admiral, pursued the same 
cruel course towards the confectionary. He ob» 
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jected to it because the Parliament had exacted 
a bonus of only three millions of sugarplums, 
when the fair equivalent was seventeen millions. 
This was damning it up hill. He then objected 
to the bill because any bonus at all was exacted. 
This was damning it down hill. 

The emperor, though as bold as a lion, tem- 
pered his veto so as to bear as little malignly 
as possible on his approaching re-election. He 
therefore stated ^* that a confectionary competent 
to all the duties required by government might 
be organized so as to infringe on no constitutional 
prohibition. A future Parliament would doubt- 
less bring the matter to a satisfactory result ; and 
as the confecticmary had yet four years to exist, 
an immediate renewal was not necessary to the 
successful prosecution of its busmess." 

These reasons satisfied many good easy souls 
that he desired only a reformation of the confec- 
tionary ; but the confectioner, instinct with self- 
preservation, saw in them only an artifice to en- 
sure its destruction; and he determined to op- 
pose with increased vigour the emperor's re-elec- 
tion. 

In Boresko, the government, though imperial, 
grants the people some power. They collect 
annually (in some places semi-annually), and^ 
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marching to the palace, signify to the emperor 
their wishes, which he is constrained to respect 

To march at the head of such a procession 
confers power and influence, and those who thus 
march are called political leaders. Their skill 
consists in a quick perception of the people's 
wishes as to the road which they desire to traveL 
This ascertained, the leader places himself at the 
head of the moving column, and shouts loudly for 
the people to advance on his lead, which he as^ 
sures them is direct, suitable, and pleasant.' He 
seems to lead the vast multitude, hence the hon* 
our and supposed consequence of his station; 
while, truly, the poor man is the most dependant 
being in the crowd. They will diverge no inch 
to please him, but he must crook and turn as 
their wayward fancy may indicate. He must 
bear all their censure, too, when the path taken 
leads into a quagmire ; and, notwithstanding the 
mud and bruises, of which he obtains a double 
portion, he must maintain by argument that no 
other road could have been taken consistently 
with the prosperity, honour, and security of a 
great, wise, free, and virtuous people. 

So sagacious become these leaders to the indi- 
cations of the people, that one will keep some- 
times for years at the head of such moving col- 
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tunns. But, after hearing incessant^ that the 
people follow him without sense or discretion, he 
is liable to fall a yictim of the delusion which 
he has created, and to imagine that he possesses 
some personal attraction, by virtue of which he 
is followed. 

The delusion soon develops itself. He will di- 
verge from the authorized track, proceed through 
a meadow when the multitude have given the 
usual indications that they prefer a slough ; or 
be may proceed through the slough when they 
prefer the meadow. From habit, the people will 
move, a little in his erratic course. Their com- 
pUance augments his delusion, and he will be- 
come increasmgly regardless of the popular will, 
and more obstinately intent on his own. He 
soon becomes monomaniac, and is abandoned 
except by a few stragglers as cra^ as himself; 
while he interprets the abandonment into ingrat- 
itude or heterodoxy, smd grows scurrilous, tur- 
bulent, and impotent 

Several such leaders, but before their disorder 
was at its crisis, had espoused the cause of the 
confectioner, and he fondly imagined that they 
could lead their respective columns to his assist- 
ance. But the people either believed the emper- 
or, that he wanted to correct, not to destroy \ <st 
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the extinction of the confectionary was an evil too 
remote for present apprehension : they re-elected 
the emperor with overwhehning unanimity. 

Great was the discomfiture of the confection- 
er. Great had been the leakages from his 
breeches-pocket. He felt a presentiment that 
all was lost. Nor did the emperor fail to forget 
what he had implied in his veto, that he wanted 
to reform, not to destroy. He claimed that the re- 
sult was an express decision of the people against 
a renewal in any form ; and, bowing reverently to 
their sovereign will, he vowed uncompromising 
hostility to the confectionary. 

Everything yielded to the emperor but the in- 
domitable spirit of the confectioner. Like the 
sun in the fable, but not with equal success, he 
had sought for mastery by shedding around him 
his most fervent emanations, fie now resolved 
to try a hurricane and tempest. The flies who 
had belied a proverb and would not be caught 
by honey, might yield to vinegar and pepper. 

He accordmgly feigned a sudden acquiescence 
in the imperial decision against him ; and as he 
had been heretofore too slow in preparing for the 
termination of his confectionary, he resolved to 
repair the fault by preparing too fast ; though to 
the unavoidable distress, he feared, of the com- 
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munity, over whose prospective sufferings he 
wept, poor kind soul, like a judge when he pro- 
nounces the fatal benediction, May the Lord have 
mercy on your poor soul ! 

The debtors of the confectionary saw with 
anxiety these flashes of tenderness, and began to 
catch an inkling of the possibility that, between 
the upper millstone of government and the under 
millstone of the confectionary, they were likely 
. to be ground to powder. Nor were they long 
tahtahzed with doubt. The confectioner no 
longer appeared as plump about the regions of 
his breeches-pocket as a Dutch burgomaster's 
caricature, but as lank as Famine in West's pic- 
ture of Death on the pale horse. 

Nor was this all. The confectioner despatch- 
ed in all directions fierce-looking men with stom- 
ach-pumps, to forcibly regain possession of the 
plums heretofore injudiciously swallowed. This 
is a cruel operation, and apt to produce a col- 
lapse of the stomach of gluttonous people, and 
a disastrous explosion. Pop! pop! pop! pop! 
was heard through whole streets at the same 
time in some commercial cities. 

The females, dear souls, are, for a wonder 
(Providence hardly ever forgets them), almost 
exempt from this species of calamity ; but they 



52 THE PHILOSOPHICAL EMPEROR. 

have not been quite foi^otten. They usually are 
the severest losers by such explosions of their im- 
prudent spouses, brothers, fathers, sons, and lov- 
ers. But, fortunately for women, they are not so 
abundant in Boresko as they are wiUi us. The 
Boreskoens possess a substitute. I was once in- 
vited by a friend, who lived in an elegant house in 
that country, to take tea with him. I thought he 
invited me with the kind of welcome which seems 
to say, I am afraid you will come ; but, as I knew 
my friend, I attributed his coldness to diffidence, 
and only the more promptly accepted his invita- 
tion. I observed he sighed ; but men of a mel- 
ancholy temperament sigh on the most joyous 
occasions. I have known such men sigh during 
the honey-moon ; nay, while placing on the ta- 
per finger of beauty the mystic golden circle, and 
pronouncing, " with all my worldly goods I thee 
jBndow." The brutes ! though, by virtue of the 
said ceremony, they were divesting the imcon- 
ficious little innocents of all their worldly chat- 
tels, which henceforth became vested in the said 
husband, his executors, administrators, and as- 
signs, with honour and obey in the bargain ; and 
all for nothing, except the comfort of possessing 
a lord and master, with the addition of plenty of 
physical suffering, and but little sympathy or for^ 
bearance. 
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When we entered the house, my friend was 
accosted by an extraordinary animal. It pos- 
sessed some human properties, but was very dif- 
ferent from man. Its actions were rapid and 
expressive, and it was evidently irritated at my 
friend for bringing home a stranger. It chatter- 
ed loud, vehemently, and shrill, occasionally re- 
moved the chairs with violence, and shut the 
doors with unnecessary noise. Proceeding thence 
into a cupboard, I heard the clash of crockery, as 
cups and saucers were thrown on to a teatray, 
which eventually was brought in our room with 
a concussion that I feared would break every ar- 
ticle. 

My friend seemed uneasy and mortified, while 
I felt pain at being the ostensible cause of his 
troubles. I was, however, surprised that a man 
of his estimation in community should tolerate 
so vexatious a domestic tormentor ; who, during 
the whole of our meal, sat performing the op- 
eration which Peter Pindar so expressively de- 
scribes in 

** Madam Van Trump, 
Wriggling from side to side her angry rump/' 

I once spoke to my friend in relation to the 
subject, but he evaded the question, as did every 
other person on whom I intruded \l\ ^iA)%^ss>s2fi^ 

E2 
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the whole of my residence in Boresko, the mys- 
tery was never solved. I should have supposed 
that the being was some modification of the fe- 
male species, had not the women of that extra- 
ordmary country been as beautiful and lovely as 
any that I ever beheld ; full of kindness, docility, 
and patience. A sarcastic old bachelor once, in- 
deed, told me that the dear creatures whom I so 
much admired would sometimes, by a peculiar 
course of indulgeice on the part of their hus- 
bands, degenerate into the animal in question ; 
and that some of them, even after this degenera- 
tion, would, on becoming widows, recover the 
natural benignity of the sex. But I deemed the 
communication slanderous. What could a bach- 
elor know on such subjects ? I aver, that in all 
my intercourse with the people, I never found a 
lady (and I spoke to many) who did not resent 
tlie chaise as an unfoimded calumny. Such it 
is, I have no doubt 

The emperor was neither ignorant of the op« 
erations of the confectioner, nor mistaken in the 
motive. The pressure following immediately a 
gigantic expansion, could possess no object but 
to create as universal a distress as possible, and 
to make him answerable for it. He was not a 
lamb to be dumb while the confectioner was en?* 
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deavouring to shear him of popularity. He pos- 
sessed rather the temperament of the bold Rod- 
eric Dhu, who 

" Righted the wrong whererer given. 
Though it were in the court of heaven.'' 

The reader has seen a child who would not be 
pacified by coaxings or threatenings, till his nurse, 
having lost all patience, resolves he shall no long- 
er cry for nothing. The emperor experienced 
a like feeling towards the confectionary, which 
was unnecessarily depleting its debtors. He re- 
solved it should no longer act without a cause* 
Accordingly, by. one of those bold measures 
which take the world by surprise, and usually 
mar or make the fortune of their adopters, he 
directed his plumkeeper to remove from the con- 
fectionary the government depositesi, and place 
them in such private confectionaries as would 
loan them to the people. 

To the astonishment of the emperor, the plum- 
keeper, instead of exclaiming, as is the custom, 
Last of the Romans, greatest and best, live for 
ever ! entreated for a little time to deliberate on 
the command, as an indistinct impression pos- 
sessed him that the deposites could not legally 
be thus removed. Certainly, said his majesty, 
with the utmost condescension. Take uQJ;iL\s^x?Bk^ 
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itig, when^ should your conscience still be uncon- 
vinced, you can resign your office. Heaven for- 
bid that I should compel any man to violate his 
conscience f 

The liberty of conscience vouchsafed thus 
kindly, the plumkeeper liked much; but he 
wanted to be conscientious without losing his 
office. He therefore began to question whether 
he could conscientiously resign. It would be ati 
indirect mode of removing the deposites. This 
casuistry so perplexed him, that, when the hour 
arrived for decision, he felt much Uke the wife 
of Blue Beard when she was to have her head 
cut off. Fatima ! cried Blue Beard. I am com- 
ing ! quoth Fatima. Fatima ! screamed the im- 
patient Blue Beard. I am coming! replied again 
the motionless wife. 

Men respect exhibitions of conscience. Wheth- 
er the scarceness of the article is the cause, I am 
not philosopher enough to determine. Any way, 
the plumkeeper laid the foundation for a very 
pretty column of public admiration when he 
jeoparded his office in the cause of conscience. 
He might have been right in the position which 
he took, or wrong ; either would have answered 
for such a superstructure ; but, when poor human 
jiatme in him began to boggle about making the 
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sacrifice, he lost the opportunity of becoming a 
martyr to duty, and, when the emperor removed 
him, became only a martyr to ridicule. 

Rid of one plumkeeper, the emperor found no 
difficulty in procuring another; for, whatever 
may be said against Boreskoens^ they cannot be 
accused of refusing public offices, though they 
often act very perversely in seeking them. The 
emperors haVe! from time immemorial, kept in 
different, though well-known places, two palaces. 
One is for the gratuitous distribution of wealth to 
all persons who will come for it, and the other 
for the distribution, on like terms, of titles, fame, 
public offices, and other desirable distinctions of 
every kind. The roads to the palaces are numer- 
ous, but full of painful obstructions. Nearly all 
are muddy, and some are defiled vnth more offen- 
sive ingredients. The traveller will sometimes 
sink out of sight in these positions, and you will 
suppose him drowned or suffocated in the pollu- 
tion ; when, perchance, he will suddenly emerge 
into the palace of wealth, through some trapdoor, 
and eventually issue from the palace gates load- 
ed with wealth, his impurities so covered there- 
with as to make him the delight of all be- 
holders. 
^ The roads to both palaces are open to all ^er- 



68 THE PHILOSOPHICAL XKPEKOR. 

80DS) and abound with guideboards as well as 
living guides, so that no traveller need miss his 
way. The love of wealth and distinction is as 
prevalent in Boresko as in any other country ; 
hence you may suppose that poverty and obscu- 
rity are there unknown ; but your supposition is 
wrong. The unsuccessfulness proceeds from a 
species of madness which seizes many of the 
travellers. Some pursue a road which all other 
persons know will lead to neither the palace of 
honour nor riches ; and, after travelling thereon 
assiduously for years with great pain and labour, 
will complain of their destiny in not arriving at 
either palace. You in vain tell such a person that 
he is not pursuing the correct road ; he will per- 
sist that the difficulty is not in the road, but in 
the malice of the world, or the adverse decrees 
of Providence. 

Another class will remain stationary, and ex- 
pect the palaces to seek them; while others, still 
more numerous, will lose all their time and waste 
all their efforts in vain endeavours to find some 
new and short road that will lead to the desired 
objects. The guides, also, who profess to teach 
others how to reach the palaces, are rarely suc- 
cessful in reaching them. Corporeal strength is 
but little available towards success. Indeed, the 
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progress attained is usually in an inverse ratio to 
the muscular exertions of the traveller. The 
qualities most effectual are patience and perse- 
verance, though instances are known of persons 
who, by one bound, have reached both palaces. 
These instances are like longevity : just frequent 
enough to prevent despair in all, but not suffi- 
ciently numerous to create confidence in any. 
Practically, the ordinary result of such efforts is 
to retrograde rather than advance. 

I once, while travellbg towards the castle in 
search of fame, experienced a touch of the mania 
that I have been describing. I was plodding on 
very laboriously, when I accidentally mentioned 
my intention to a friend. He looked at me sus- 
piciously, I thought, and asked what road I in- 
tended to pursue. The north, replied I. Are 
you not aware, said he, looking at me sharply, 
that the north road is particularly difficult ? I 
admit, replied I, the north road is fatal to nearly 
all who travel it, because they cannot see so 
clearly as I can, nor so far ; nor are they able to 
endure the labour which I shall perform. I in- 
tend to amuse myself on the way by composing 
a profound treatise on the nature of human 
knowledge. 

As soon as I finished the sentence, be gave a 
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shrill whistle ; and on the appearance of his ser* 
rant, to whom he whispered for a moment, they 
seized me, and, while the servant confined my 
arms, the master perforated, with a sharp knife, 
the lobe of my left ear. The effect was instanta- 
neous. I became aware that something had 
happened, though I knew not what A tran- 
quillity gradually possessed me, like that of a 
person who awakes fit)m a fearM dream. My 
friendy perceiving the change, shook me cordially 
by the hand, and explained to me that I had 
been attacked by a very insidious madness^ 
which, if not cured speedily, becomes incurable* 
A propensity towards metaphysics is one of its 
most malignant forms of attack. The method 
of cure that he practised on me conformed to a 
prescription which the emperor had purchased at 
a great {nice, and promulged publicly for the 
benefit of his subjects. 

Being thus cured of metaphysics, I have ever 
since felt towards them as a reclaimed toper feels 
towards wine, beer, and cider, hard or sw^eet. 
He will not taste any, lest the sleeping giant 
within him should, at the scent of the stimulant 
(fee, faw, fum, I smell the blood of an English- 
man), awake, and be no longer manageable. 

The emperor's new plumkeeper, being select- 
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ed for fhe occasion, found no difficulty in execu- 
ting the commands of his majesty, and in fur- 
nishing to order, like the celebrated Bridgewater 
treatises, as many substantial reasons for the re- 
moval of the depoffltes as his majesty thought 
necessary. 

The confectioner, when apprized of this new 
page in his histo^, fdt like a man who, having 
feigned to see a ghost, begins to believe he sees 
one. It shook its gory locks at him to such ef^ 
feet, that, though he bad called in his plums 
rapidly to suit his policy, he now had to call 
them in more rapidly to meet his necessities. 
More stomach-pumps were despatched. Pop! 
pop ! pop ! pop ! in every street again com- 
menced, with renewed violence, among the im- 
happy victims of excess. 

In vain the small confectionaries, to which the 
emperor transferred the deposites, attempted to 
supply the vacuum that the great confectionary 
was producing. The pressure, like the floating 
island of Laputa, was squeezing the community 
to destruction. 

I have said the Boreskoens are excitable. 
They are also prone to extremes. They had 
temperance societies, whose prohibition soon ad- 
vanced from alcohol to wine, from wine to cider. 
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from cider to coffee, till the whole matter fell into 
disrepute. With this society arose another, which 
took cognizance of moral delinquencies. Excess 
again showed itself. The moral reformation, 
which commenced with an interdict of licen- 
tious intercourse, soon extended to an interdict 
of all intercourse between the sexes. Husbands 
began to separate from their wives for the pur- 
pose of joining some moral tee-total society ; and, 
had not the ladies (the original patrons of the. 
moral reform) discovered about this time some 
egregious selfishness in the founder of the soci- 
ety, and thereupon abandoned him, the world 
might soon have found its termination. 

Occasionally the tendency to excess discloses 
itself in the amassing of various articles of com- 
merce. I have known the whole population 
crazy in the procurement of cotton. Wonderful 
is the quantity which some little individuals 
would engross. Many would be suffocated to 
death by its pressure, while others would be crip- 
pled for life by their unnatural efforts to run 
away with more than thdbr strength would au- 
thorize. 

The excesses are sometimes speculative. Sev- 
eral alarmists once predicted that a period was 
approaching when population would exceed the 
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earth's capacity to furnish space for the inhabi- 
tants. The surface of the earth was carefully 
ascertained, and, when divided by space on which 
a man can stand, the quotient exhibited the ul- 
timate number of people which can exist at any 
given time. To dispute the conclusion is to ob- 
ject to as demonstrable a proposition as mathe- 
matics can exhibit; hence the conclusion was ir- 
refragable. 

Every landholder soothed himself with the 
reflection that he could restrain population from 
trespassing on his land, and that he would re- 
serve a space sufficient for his personal comfort 
This aristocratic feeling of landholders aroused 
the ire of less fortunate portions of the commu- 
nity, who held public meetings, and denounced 
.the landholders for conspiring to take from the 
poor a place to stand on. They resolved to obey 
the laws no longer than the law yielded them 
protection. No landmarks should deprive them 
of the foothold which nature had clearly design- 
ed for them when it furnished them with feet. 

The agitation of so delicate a question as the 
rights of property alarmed the timid and even 
intimidated the courageous. Some men, of great- 
er rotundity of body than ordinary persons, be- 
gan to pant for breath, in anticipation, even, of 
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the apprehended pressure. At the height of the 
confusion it was, however, fortunately allayed by 
a political economist, who demonstrated that, long 
before .the human species can increase to the ex- 
tent apprehended, the earth will be unable to fur- 
nish food for its inhabitants, consequently starva- 
tion (which he eulogized as a great conservative 
principle of nature) would always secure a com- 
fortable amplitude to the human body. 

Popular alarm is as changeful as popular fa- 
vour. The people, released from the danger of 
suffocation, began to suffer from the contemplated 
famine. Of this danger no mistake could exist, 
because experience demonstrates the space which 
is necessary for the production of a man's annual 
food ; and this space employed as a divisor, and 
applied to the earth's surface, would evolve a 
quotient beyond which population cannot be sus- 
tained. 

A conclusion fortified thus by both experience 

and mathematics, left nothmg for man but to ac- 
bommodate himself to the exigency. For this 
end, projects innumerable were suggested. Old 
maids contended that the Legislature should re- 
strain the young from marriage, and leave that 
important institution for the mature and aged ; by 
which means not only would the redundancy of 
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population be checked, but the unhappiness of 
inconsiderate connexions would no longer be a 
reproach upon matrimony itself. 

The labouring portion of the population con- 
tended that every man should be compelled to 
produce the food which he consumed^ and the 
world having thus no drones to support, the pro- 
ductiveness of the world would be so augment- 
ed as to immeasurably postpone the final catas- 
trophe. The rich easily triumphed over this in- 
artificial logic of the uninstructed poor, whose 
remedy, like all the remedies of the poor, propo- 
sed nothing but a postponement of the evil day. 
The rich were for eradicating the evil, and to 
this end nothing seemed so reasonable and prac- 
ticable as to annually expatriate such a portion 
of the poor as the exigency of ^ach year should 
render necessary. 

Amid this conflict of opinions, the government 
resolved on a course of experiments, to test, in 
the first place, whether want of food or want of 
space is to limit the ultimate increase of the hu- 
man species. As the experiment could be most 
readily made with inferior animals, a fishpond 
was constructed with a stream of water flowing 
constantly into it, though without permitting an 
egress of the fish. The pond was stocked with 
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trout, and several philosophers firom the opposite 
sects of the starvites and spacites were to con- 
duct the experiment 

The philosophers of both sects were equally 
confident of success; but, after waiting sey« 
eral years for the realization of their expecta- 
tions, the fishpond was neither overstocked with 
fish, nor did the fish evince any destitution of 
food. The experiment, however, satisfied none 
of the philosophers, but to the people it was sat- 
isfactory ; and they came gradually to the con- 
clusion, that the extent of population is limited 
by neither famine nor want of space; but, like 
the proportion of the sexes, is safely and steadi- 
ly regulated by some secret process of nature. 

The like tendency towards excess was appa- 
rent in the present pecuniary emergency. Su- 
garplums ! sugarplums ! give us sugarplums, or 
we die ! was the exclamation of multitudes, who 
daily surrounded the emperor's palace, and filled 
all the avenues that led to both houses of Par- 
liament. 

In this state of the public mind I must revert 
to the old lady Felderal, whom we had pro- 
nounced, on her own authority, to be dead. 
Dead few people believed her, except her con- 
nexions and friends ', for some one exceedingly 
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like her was frequently seen advocating the con- 
fectionary and denouncing the emperon 

The present commotion she probably deemed 
an exceUent opportunity for regaming power. 
Accordingly, she contrived to steal from the na*? 
tional museum an old wig that had been worn 
by the emperor's grandmother (whose memory 
was greatly respected), and, placing it on her 
head, paraded before the nation as the identical 
grandmother to whom the wig origmally be- 
longed. 

Loud and long were the shouts of the confec- 
tioner's debtors as they hailed the wig, for they 
saw in the contrivance a chance of re-establish- 
ing the confectionary, and restoring the streams 
of sugarplums that used to issue therefrom* 
Louder and longer were the shouts of old Lady 
Felderal's partisans, who saw in the contrivance 
a chance of restoring the old lady, and conse- 
quently themselves, into the powers and emolu- 
ments of government By a delusion common 
to all imposture, she soon became impressed with 
a belief in her own transformation ; and nothing 
could be more ridiculous than to see her, who 
but yesterday was skulking from public odium,, 
now strutting abroad under her new persona- 
tioiL 
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And let not the reader think his credulity is 
taxed too highly by the above transformation. 
Analogous events (except that they are real) are 
common in Boresko. Men die there in the of- 
fices of chancellor or judge, and, afler a short pe- 
riod, revive as solicitors or counsellors, and be- 
come, moreover, very ordinary practitioners. 

While I resided in the country, two resuscita- , 
ted judges argued a cause as opposing counsel 
before a chancellor who had been their colleague 
on the bench. The two judges had enjoyed a 
great reputation, and their reported decisions 
constituted the most valuable part of every law 
library. Curiosity induced me to hear the argu- 
ment At the conclusion, the venerable chancel- 
lor, who, amid the gravity of high station, liked 
a joke, remarked to them that " they were 
promising young men, and, with proper atten- 
tion, could not fail of becoming good lawyers.** 
Poor man ! he expired suddenly himself about a 
year after this event, in the full possession of all 
his great acquirements. He was the father of 
the equity jurisprudence of his country, and left 
to posterity a body of decisions which, for per- 
spicuity, learning, elegance, morality, and logic, 
would honour any age and nation. He also re- 
vived after a time, and appeared in the humble 
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character of a public lecturer to the dull ears of 
merchants' clerks and mechanics' apprentices. 

Emperors fare no better than judges. An 
emperor^ surrounded by parliaments and cour- 
tiers eager to anticipate his wishes, and whose 
casual remarks are chronicled as indications of 
future great events, and echoed as tests of pres- 
ent orthodoxy, finds himself unregarded at a 
second life, which often continues many years. 
I have heard of one such, who became a justice 
of the peace. Another became a member of the 
lower house of Parliament, in which capacity he 
had to hear his successors applauded for treaties 
Ivhich he originated and matured ; to see appro- 
priations lavished on objects that he had been 
censured for eveil suggesting; and to find the 
reigning emperor exercise with applause prerog- 
atives for the theoretical assertion of which his 
head had been brought to the block. 

History furnishes no example in which these 
men have ever risen to power a second time, 
though they possess at their second appearance 
qualifications as great as they possessed pre- 
viously. This shows that personal endowments 
are less operative in th|^ elevation of men than 
self-love induces successfiil aspirants to believe. 
The Marseilles Hymn could once boast the power 
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of exciting men to anarchy ; but circumstances 
being changed 'with it as with these men, its 
melody is ineffective, like their talents. 

Nothing can exceed the commotion produced 
in Boresko by the imited efforts of the wig and 
the confectionary. During the revolution in 
France, the bishops renounced their bishoprics, 
the nobility their titles, the rich men their es- 
tates, the women their chastity. One nobleman 
caught so strongly the infection of the times, 
that, when all his titles and estates were thus 
dissipated, he regretted only that he had nothing 
left to renounce. So the debtors of the confec- 
tioner began to like being pressed, and thereby 
to exhibit the evil consequences of the emperor's 
warfare on the confectionary. Manufacturers 
exulted in the pecuniary inability to continue 
their business, and turned loose upon community 
myriads of necessitous workmen. Merchants 
rejoiced in the necessity for dismantling their 
ships and discharging the cr.ews, while the pur- 
chasers of country produce delighted in a want 
of funds to purchase, that embarrassment might 
pervade every department of industry, and the 
self-interest of every man be aroused against the 
emperor. 

Innumerable petitions flowed into Parliament 
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for a restoration of the deposites, whose removal 
was now assigned by the confectionary as the 
sole cause of its pressure. Even in Parliament 
were many partisans both of the wig and the 
confectioner; and they so echoed within the 
clamour without, that, in addition to the pressure 
which everybody felt, a panic arose which every- 
body feared; while panic and pressure united 
seemed ready to make the earth lose its stability, 
and reel madly from its sphere. 

Men, land, gentie creatures as they are when 
their stomachs are full, and they are seated 
around a table munching ahnonds and sipping 
Champagne, became savage from the inability to 
procure their accustomed doses of sugarplums, 
and talked of marching to the palace and pre- 
cipitatbg the emperor fiom J throne. wLe 
men know the difference between words and 
things, but weak brethren confound the two* 
One such heard of this marching till he acquired 
the ambition of bemg foremost, and actually 
snapped, in rapid succession, two loaded pi3tols 
at the emperor, near whom he had contrived to 
station himself in a crowd. Why the pistols 
missed fire is a marvel. They certainly came 
near terminating his majesty's political experi- 
ment in a way he had never contemplated. 
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Amid panic and pressore, a new Parliament 
was to be elected, whose legal duration was co- 
extensive with the remaining legal existence of 
ihe confectionary. The election constituted the 
last hope of the confectionary, the last fear of the 
emperor. It was rapidly approaching, and in 
preparing for it the confectionary had exhausted 
all its powers of pressure, the old lady all har 
powers of panic. They had both expended their 
energies rather prematurely ; consequently, were 
rather blown, as jockeys say ; still many reasons 
promised a favourable result. The commercial 
interests of the country had suffered greatly* 
Its agricultural, manufacturing, and mechamcai 
interests had suffered. Every interest, therefore^ 
seemed identified with a renewal of the confec^ 
ticmary. 

The emperor felt no less confidence. He 
knew that a great mfiss of voters were not en-» 
grossed by the interests identified with the con* 
fectionary, and he rdied on the prejudices of thur 
mass to secure him, not a victory only, but pop* 
ularity, according to tiie theory of his political 
experiment 

While eadi was thus making a brief to suit 
himself, a new issue, imexpectedly to both com« 
batants, was created by the people for them* 
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flekes. You recollect, that when the emperor 
adopted his false portion of hostility to the con- 
fectionary, the confectioner adopted a little false 
position on his own private account, of hostility 
to the emperon He had bestrode it furiously, 
and it had treated him as scurvily as the nag of 
the famous Johnny Gilpin, and now presented 
him to the public with his hat and wig wrong 
nde foremost I mean that, in his attempts to 
obtain a renewal of his confectionary, instead of 
waiting submissively the verdict of his peers, he 
had so coercively employed his sugarplums (noiSr 
injecting and now ejecting them), and so leagued 
with the enemies of his majesty, that the loyal 
subjects of the empire saw that their votes were 
to decide whether the government should con- 
trol the confectionary or the confectionary control 
the government. 

When the issue assumed the above character, 
the destruction of the confectionary was inevi- 
table. The people were not the fools that the 
emperor took them to be when he attempted to 
tickle them into hostility against the confection- 
ary by allegations for its unconstitutionality, nor 
were they the mercenaries the confectionary took 
them to be when it attempted to bribe them 
by extensions and drive them by ^ressure&. 

G 
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They patriotically resolved to sopport the gov* 
eminent, right or wrong ; and, as one of their elo- 
quent speakers said^ Perish credit ! perish com- 
merce ! perish private institutions ! rather than 
the government shall be subjugated by a confec- 
tionary. 

At these exclamations, old Lady Felderal turn- 
ed up the "whites of both her eyes in astonish- 
ment that anybody could be so naughty ; and, 
as the concluding part of the sentence might ob- 
scure the enormity of the beginning, she piously 
omitted it whenever she quoted the exclamations. 
But nobly were the sentiments sustained by the 
people in the pressure which they suffered, in the 
panic that they braved ; and at the close of the 
election the confectionary found that it was the 
doomed victim of its own unprincipled struggles 
for supremacy. 

The reader must not, however, imagine that 
the confectionary saw that the patriotism ot the 
people had doomed it, nor the emperor that the 
patriotism of the people had saved him from de- 
feat Men are not so readily cured of theb mis- 
takes. The emperor attributed much of his suc- 
cess to certain poles fixed perpendicularly in the 
earth as lures to the people. The longer the 
poles, the greater is deemed their powers of at- 
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traction, espedally if they are surmounted with 
a flag ; more especially still if crowned with a 
ball. So popular an attraction was not neglect- 
ed by the confectionary and its ally the old lady. 
Participating with the emperor in a low estimate 
of public intelligence, they doubted not that the 
election might be turned into a rivalry of poles. 
Poles therefore they erected ; and, that they might 
be more efficient than the emperor's, they made 
them taller, furnished them with prettier banners 
and larger balls. Oh, people of Boresko! were 
you as silly as all politicians deem you, I would 
bum this history, and in sorrow confess that an 
ox-yoke would befit your necks, and an ox-goad 
your backs, better than the privileges befit you 
that you possess of controlling the government 
by your ballots. 

But the emperor had employed one mechani- 
cal ally that neither the old lady nor the confec- 
tiofliary could imitate. He caused a quantity of 
government sugar to be broken up and flavoured 
with mint These he termed mint-drops, and 
caused them to be seen and tasted by the people, 
whom he assured that these were to become the 
currency when he could destroy the confection- 
ary. That they were more agreeable to eat 
than sugarplums no person could dea^\ bv&!: 
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whether they were better for circulation than the 
plum was a different question^ though he sup» 
posed the difference could not be estimated by 
the people. 

Whatever effect this contrivance may have 
had on the election, it wai^ rather an offspring of 
his majesty's false position than a voluntary 
adoption. He had been accused of destroying 
the best currency that the country possessed. 
He at first insisted that the local confectionaries 
(the pets, as they began to be called) afforded as 
good a currency as the government confectionaiy. 
But this assertion was soon found untenable, lo« 
cal plums being at a discount in remote positions. 
To remedy this objection, the emperor was com- 
pelled to denounce all sugarplums, and to insist 
that mint-drops are the only currency that gov* 
ernment would foster. 

** As the day lengthens the cold strengthens,'* 
says a proverb. Astronomers, however, main- 
tain that the sun, on the shortest day, is more fa- 
vourably situated for the production of cold than 
he is on any longer day. So, whatever evils 
were to proceed from the destruction of the 
confectionary, they revealed not themselves fully 
at the moment of the destruction. Indeed, no 
peiiod 9eemed so exempt as that was from em- 
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barrassments. The pet confectionaries (under the 
stimulation of government, to coimteract the 
pressure) had eventually produced a profuse ex- 
pansion of the currency ; while the like efforts to 
regulate domestic exchange had resulted in easy 
rates of discount. The monster, therefore (as 
the government confectionary was now called), 
was seen verging towards extinction, without 
dragging vnth it, as had been predicted by its 
friends, the prosperity of the country. Ships 
were not dismantled and rotting at their owners' 
wharves. The canals were not a soUtude, nor 
the lakes desert wastes. Even the monster it- 
self, as if to falsify its friends, who had apolo- 
gized for its pressures by asserting their necessi- 
ty, as a preparative to dissolution, now, when 
such necessity, if it ever eidsted, was doubly 
pressing, opened more widely than ever the 
sluices of its emissions, and assisted, monster- 
like, to deluge the coimtry with a maddening 
superabundance of currency. 

The abundance produced a mental intoxica- 
tion, which spread to the most staid persons in 
the community. The concernment of every man 
was no longer to procure currency for his neces- 
sary uses, but to devise uses for his unnecessary 
supplies of currency. Every purchasable com- 

G2 
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ZDodity rose in price, from the increanng compe- 
tition of purchasers, till, such commodities fail- 
ing in quantity to satisfy the appetite of licentious 
traffic, new commodities were invented. Large 
house-lots were divided into smaller ones, and 
the small commanded the usual price of large 
ones. This brought into market new lots adja- 
cent to cities, but heretofore too remote to tempt 
a present purchaser. The ready sale of these 
spirited into market lots still more remote. These^ 
again, like the Goths and Vandals of old, were 
succeeded by new swarms from regions more 
distant still, till all regard to location became 
lost in the confusion which ensued from the 
abandonment of present usefulness as the crite- 
rion of value, and the substitution therefor of a 
remote and l^ypothetical usefulness. 

You could scarcely find a man so poor as not 
to possess a city, named after himself, in honour 
of his proprietary interest Such cities engross- 
ed the land, and soon encroached upon the wa- 
ter. Nay, land and water both were eventually 
dispensed with, as unnecessary foundations of 
cities. Paper diagrams alone came to be mar- 
ketable, and found ready purchasers, being often 
as valuable as those which represented land. 
Then tot the first time received a local habita- 



THB PHILOSOPHICAL EMPEROR. 79 

Hon those renowned legal personages John Doe, 
Kichard Roe, John Noakes, and Thomas Stiles. 
Mr. Noakes had only to purchase a sheet of pa- 
per, and thereon inscribe the diagram of Noakes- 
ville, when forthwith Mr. Stiles would exchange 
therefor splendid corner lots in Stilesville, to the 
mutual enrichment of both parties. 

Prosperity, for once, was universal ; and the 
emperor felicitated himself that his political ex- 
periment had realized his fondest hopes, both of 
personal popularity and of punishment to the 
confectionary. He became increasingly confi- 
dent that the ruler who addresses his measures to 
the folly of mankind is the only governor who 
can attain popularity. 

At this auspicious moment, Providence, to 
leave the emperor, like a spoiled child, no un- 
gratified desire, brought on the year, month, and 
day that terminated the 1^1 existence of the 
confectionary. It sunk to the insignificance of a 
private establishment, whose subsequent history 
and misfortunes (if such a term is applicable to 
blunders and unprincipled subterfuges) I have 
nothing to do with, and shall not chronicle. In 
relation, also, to some of its owners, whose van- 
ity, in conjunction with the self-will of the em- 
peror, caused all the troubles to their establish- 
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ment and country that I have recorded, I shall 
leave them to the judgment of posterity. If 
men's conduct is estimative by its results, theirs 
can deserve no plaudits. They found their insti* 
tution in possession of the good- will of both gov- 
ernment and people, dispensing activity in every 
department of business, stability in every depart- 
ment of credit. With one hand regulating for- 
eign exchanges, "with the other adjusting do- 
mestic balances. Commerce, manufactures, and 
agriculture heaved around it their gigantic bil- 
lows, giving a glad impulse, and receiving a 
kindly impulse in return. They left the^institu- 
tion with the world m doubt whether the dan- 
gers from a perversion to evil of so mighty an 
engine is counterbalanced by the benefits of its 
legitimate services. They meanly left it, while 
it was staggering under the wounds they had in- 
flicted on it.. They falsely left it, chanting, not a 
requiem, that the true cause of their retreat might 
be known, but a hallelujah, that lured to its tot- 
tering walls many an unsuspecting victim ; and 
it fell a mass of ruins, crushing widows and or- 
phans, rich men and poor : a spectacle of aston- 
ishment to the end of time. 

I dislike to leave the bright scenes which pub* 
lie affairs everywhere presented at the moment 
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when the sun of commerce, the jconfectionary, 
was settmg in eternal night I want to tarry a 
little with the reader in the beautiful twilight 
that adorned this doubtful period in the history 
of Boresko, when the friends of the confection- 
ary began to think they had over-estimated its 
utility, and its enemies that they had overrated 
its powers of mischief. The mellow radiance 
of the present calm affects me as a theatre af- 
fects a child — ^he wants the play to last all 
night ; or as matrimony affects a young Bene- 
dict — ^he wants the honeymoon to last for ever. 
Why can it not, I wonder ? Bless the dear wom- 
en, the fault is theirs, no doubt They are never 
satisfied, you know, never contented. In proof 
of this, and as I have a book to make (your 
pamphlet productions nobody likes), I will tell 
my readers a secret. In Boresko a society ex- 
ists from which all females are excluded ; and 
for the good reason that the society professes no 
object but to teach husbands how to mamtain 
authority over their wives. This is, of course, 
not known to be its object ; but women suspect 
the society of evil, and feel towards it an instinct- 
ive aversion. 

While I sojourned in that country, curiosity 
induced me to become a member. Abook^n^a 



82 THE PHILOSOPHICAL BMPI&OK. 

placed in my hands, entitled, ^ Oh ! that mine 
enemy would build a house !'' It purported to 
be the biography of a tailor. He had risen 
gradually to the possession of a shop extendve* 
ly filled with merchandise in the line of his busi- 
ness. His credit was good, his pecuniary con- 
dition easy, his property increasing. 

Unfortunately, his wife became possessed of a 
strong inclination to obtain a new house, and 
importuned her husband to build. The project 
appeared to him so imprudent, as he had just 
become able to conduct his busdness extensively 
without incurring the embarrassment of debt, 
that he would not think of the proposition with 
any complacency. 

The wife> however, made her happmess de- 
pend on obtaining the new house, and seized 
every occasion to mtroduce the subject in her 
conversation. When he was affectionate, she 
ttghed, and stated that the want of a suitable 
house was the only obstruction to her happmess. 
When he was in ill-humour, she retorted by 
complaints of the house. In the winter she suf- 
fered martyrdom from the cold. In the summer 
she was suffocated by the heat ; and all from 
misconstruction of the house. If the children 
were sick, the house was the cause. If the ser* 
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^ yants were extravagant, the iU construction of 
the house precluded economy. 

The poor man was not a member of the soci- 
ety, hence he knew not how to parry the efforts 
of his wife, except by expostulation or anger. 
He tried the first till he was weary, and, in an 
evil moment, he tried the latter. He broke into 
a sudden passion, accused his wife of bemg the 
torment of his hfe, and that she desired his ruin. 
The poor woman was sorely afflicted at his un- 
usual exhibition of feeling. She bore it in meek- 
ness and silent sorrow, till he, on reflection, be- 
came so distressed at his violence, that he con- 
structed the fatal house as the only atonement 
in his power. 

Its construction absorbed all his active capital, 
while the procurement of suitable furniture em- 
barrassed him. He struggled with the difficulty 
for two years, procuring additional capital by 
credit The debts perplexed him, and his spir- 
its were no longer supported by a consciousness 
of prosperity. He was unable to mamtain punc- 
tuality with his creditors. He could no longer 
purchase goods as cheap as his neighbours. His 
customers diminished. He was known to be 
struggling against difficulties. I£s friends be- 
came shy, his acquaintances cold, and, step by 
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step, he passed through all the gradations of idis* 
tress to ruin ; and, while in the debtors jail, he 
wrote his book, in the hope of thus turning his 
misfortune into the means of present subsistence* 

But where is the secret ? my readers will say. 
That is what I said also ; and I was told it con- 
sisted in avoiding the anger that led the poor 
tailor to his ruin. When his wife required him 
to act against his judgment, he need only have 
withheld his agency, and the act coidd not have 
been consummated. To convince her by debate 
of the unreasonableness of her request, was un- 
necessarily requiring her to yield her opinion, as 
well as to forego the gratification of her desire. 
While you simply withhold your action, she will 
hope that time will produce a compliance with 
her wishes. Thus you may live together hap- 
pily: she under the solace of anticipated en- 
joyment, you under the fruition of unlimited 
control. 

But we must again buckle on our armour. 
The position of Boresko, at the happy moment 
when the confectionary expired, cannot be por- 
trayed better than it was ih a speech of the em- 
peror at the openmg of his new Parliament. 
He said, ** The experience of another year has 
confirmed the utter fallacy of the idea that a 
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gOYerament confectionary is necessary. The 
public money can be collected and disbursed by 
the private confectionaries without loss or incon- 
venience ; the currency has been greatly impro* 
ved ; and all the wants of community in relation 
to exchange, both foreign and domestic, are sup- 
plied as well as they have ever been." 

Experience havbg thus accomplished for his 
majesty all that he could ask, it should have 
stood still, and enabled him to enjoy comfortably 
his gratified revenge on the prostrate confection- 
ary, and popularity to boot But experience 
would not stand still, even to please an emper- 
or. Like the Dutchman's patent cork leg, move 
forward it would, bearing with it the reluctant 
wearer, till his majesty was forced to perceive 
** that the public domain was rapidly diminish- 
ing, while the government obtained therefor no- 
thing more than credits in some depository, in 
which existmg credits were already greatly be- 
7ond its immediate means of payment, and were 
rapidly increasmg.** 

Here was a leak in the new system with a 
vengeance. It required to be stopped forthwith, 
and stopped it was by a treasury order, which 
directed the land agents to sell no more land for 
the currency ^< that had been greatly im^jto^^^' 

H 
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and to take nothing except mint-drops. A sim- 
ilar leak was apparent in other branches of the 
revenue. Government deposites everjrwhere ac- 
cumulated in amounts greater than the deposi- 
tories could render secure; hence his majesty 
recommended to Parliament prodigal expendi- 
tures^ as a means of reducing the liabilities of 
depositories whose goodness had demonstrated 
" the utter fallacy that a government confection- 
ary was necessary.'' 

The Parliament agreed with his majesty in 
the inexpediency of leaving so much funds in 
the new depositories, but they took the extraor- 
dinary liberty of differing from him as to the 
remedy. They accordingly passed a bill for the 
dispersion of the funds among the provinces of 
the empire, and the bill became a law. 

Before an earthquake, Nature often exhiWts 
a pause. The air scarcely moves. The sea 
scarcely heaves. Nothing indicates the fearful 
commotion that is speedily to ensue. So the pet 
confectionaries never seemed more prosperous, 
while their position wns never so critical. Like 
some other pets, they were so handled by their 
capricious keeper, that, though all finery with- 
out, they were all misery within. They had 
been stimulated by the emperor to lend freely, 
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thereby to counteract the pressure. No sooner, 
however, had they filled the empire with their 
plums, than he, alarmed at their quantity, re- 
quired them to aid him in changing the currency 
from sugarplums to mint-drops. 

Ihis was like asking a man to tpm himself 
inside out, for mint-drops are as necessary to the 
inside of a confectionary as viscera to the inte- 
rior of a man. But, when an emperor solicits, 
compliance is inevitable. Accordingly, several 
of the larger confectionaries so humoured his 
majesty's requirement as to receive a commenda- 
tion therefor in his next parliamentary message. 
The provincial legislatures, however, aided the 
new reform more efficiently. They abolished 
the use of sugai^lums in all small transactions, 
while the refusal of the emperor to receive them 
in payment of lands caused their conversion into 
itaint-drops by all persons who intended to pur- 
chase lands, or who thought they might buy 
lands, or who were travelling towards the lands. 

Mint-drops, therefore, had become unusually 
abundant in the circulation, unusually scarce in 
the confectionaries. The process of tummg in- 
side out had in truth been consummated. The 
mint-drops in circulation ought to have been in 
the confectionaries. The sugarplums in the con- 
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fectionaries ought to have been in circulation. 
Still, to superficial observers, the abundance of 
mint-drops in circulation seemed to substantiate 
the emperor's boast, that he had greatly im- 
proved the currency. 

Misery never comes alone, says a proverb; 
and, to substantiate it, the distribution law now 
began to remove the deposites from the pets into 
the provincial treasuries. The operation was 
known to be severe ; and, though the pets were 
better fiscal agents than the monster, from whom 
the deposites had been removed without notice, 
and by a hand without mittens, as country people 
say ; yet, as the pets were only little monsters, 
and docile withal, they were to be delivered of 
the deposites by four operations, and at intervals 
that would enable them to recruit their energies 
after each effort. 

Three of these operations they had borne with- 
out sinkmg, though the third was accompanied 
by symptoms of syncope, which induced the op- 
erator, his majesty's plumkeeper, to protract the 
operation; yet the patients complain bitterly 
that he made rough work with them. The pets^ 
while thus disgorging the deposites, were com- 
pelled to recall what had been loaned to the 
people ; hence paper cities could no longer find 
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a purchaser ; and the mass of village-lots and 
city-lots, supposititious and actual, began to look 
like a fleet of river-craft when the tide has ebb- 
ed, and left them lying ingloriously on their sides, 
high and dry on a sandbank, instead of gliding 
erectly along, in all the pride of swelling can- 
vass. 

Still, the mint-drops and sugarplums that the 
pets were issuing to the provinces, in pay- 
ment of the deposites, made an appearance of 
prosperity, which the spasms of the pets and 
their debtors hardly impaired. At this auspi- 
cious moment for his fame died the emperor, 
eight months after his great rival the confec- 
tioner. His majesty died of a consumption that 
had removed all his predecessors. His dissolu- 
tion had long been contemplated, and he pos- 
sessed no wish to live longer, though he felt 
great solicitude for the farther development of 
his financial improvements. 

The emperor was never blessed with children, 
but he was blessed with a friend, and that is 
sometimes better. This friend had held office 
imder his majesty, and felt no desire for increased 
elevation, deeming himself sufficiently glorified 
in having served under such a chief. But Prov- 
idence has so infused into men ^' the rule of con- 
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trary," that they delight in exalting the humble ; 
hence humility is young ambition's ladder : but 
not in the present case, not by no means, as peo- 
ple sometimes say when they want to adminis- 
ter an unusually strong dose of negation. 

But a rule of Providence is not to be thwarted 
by man's modesty. Exalted the humble man 
had to be. This he no sooner perceived, than 
he submitted with a resignation that might have 
well become a Christian; and, that his royal 
benefactor might depart in peace, he kindly 
promised that, if he should be elected successor, 
he would follow in the footsteps of his illustrious 
predecessor. 

For these reasons (which are abundant, with- 
out the desperate assumption of some persons, 
that, like Sir John Falstaff, he had administered 
love-powders to his royal master), his majesty 
very properly designated such a friend as his 
successor; and, calling together his household 
and a few of his subjects who would listen to a 
dying emperor, he recounted, after the manner of 
Moses and Joshua, the great events of his reign 
(which, with a modesty that, as the French say, 
made water in the eyes of his attendants, he 
designated as merely humble efforts to improve 
the currency), and then, yielding his crown and 
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sceptre to his successor, he ^as gathered unto 
his fathers, and his body was burie(} in a hermit- 
age situated in the province of Canyesee. 

The new emperor commenced the duties of 
his high office with the assent of a large portion 
of the empire. He had been long known in va- 
rious stations of great dignity ; and, though some 
persons suspected him of insincerity, yet all ad- 
mitted he was shrewd in contrivance, skilful in 
execution. Nay, so successful had been his prog- 
ress in the career of honourable rivalry, that his 
enemies called him a magician, and attributed to 
him the possession of some little wand, which, 
like the witch in Macbeth, could do, do, do : that 
is, it could do something great Indeed, he al- 
ways held his head inclining a little towards the 
right shoulder, and exhibited on his countenance 
a never-ending smirk, which seemed to arise from 
the conscious possession of something that he 
thought pretty good for number one. 

His majesty had scarcely warmed the royal 
throne on which he was seated, when the awful 
pause I some time since likened to the stillness 
that precedes an earthquake was at its height. 
Broken indeed it was occasionally by the grum- 
bling of debtors who were unable to refund the 
deposites they had borrowed from the pets, and 
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who had in turn squeezed their debtors, who in 
turn had squeezed theirs, who in turn had squeez- 
ed theirs ; and so without end, for the catenation 
of debtor and creditor is endless in Boresko. ' 
The consequence was a very general pressure. 

At this moment new virulence was added to 
the distress by the last instalment of the govern- 
ment deposites, whose payment by the pets to 
the provincial treasuries was approaching with 
the rapidity which unpreparedness on the part 
of a debtor miraculously produces. To pay the 
former instalments, everything had been used that 
was usable, everything had been collected that 
was collectable. Curses loud and deep. were 
now heard against financial quackery, as the late 
emperor's measures began to be irreverently call- 
ed by the polite; against tinkering with the cur- 
rency, as they were called by the impolite. 

The intensity of the pressure crushed into their' 
original nothingness all paper cities. Cities 
which could boast foundations of earth fared but 
little better. The whole mass of land specula- 
tion fell simultaneously with a tremendous crash ; 
and, what seemed ominous, the first crack that 
indicated the coming general calamity occurred 
in a remote province at the moment when the 
late emperor was recounting the success of his 
bumble efforts. 
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In this crisis of their afTaira the pet confection- 
aries felt that they had claims on the assistance 
of government. They had been stimulated by 
it to lend the deposites. They were now requi- 
red to return them when no borrower was able 
to repay. Memorial after memorial they sent to 
the new emperor, urging him to convoke Parlia- 
ment, that the payment of the coming instalment 
might be averted All was fruitless. His ma« 
jesty felt the inconvenience of their condition, 
as a tender-hearted cook feels the discomfort of 
the eels she is skinning ; but they are made to be 
skinned, and depositories are made to repay de- 
posites. 

As a final resort, the pets, not willing to con 
fess publicly their weakness, whispered some of 
their debtors that, though the payment of the 
coming instalments was only fun to the said pets, 
they should, have to squeeze harder than ever 
their dear friends the merchants, who might ob- 
viate the calamity if they could induce the em- 
peror to convoke Parliament. 

Merchants had begun to understand such hints. 
Forthwith, therefore, a great convocation assem- 
bled to deliberate on the emergency. They re- 
solved unanimously, as had been concerted for 
them, that Parliament should be convened, and 
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the payment of the fourth instalment postponed. 
Fifty of the most respectable members of the 
meeting were delegated to submit to the emper- 
or the wishes of the merchants. 

His majesty, the magician, received them gra- 
ciously.* He smiled so condescendingly that the 
d€legates felt confident of success ; but then he 
so corrugated his ample bald forehead that the 
delegation lost their confideUbe, and doubted 
much what the issue would be. Thus to hold 
the world in suspense was a peculiarity of his 
majesty, which in time came to be designated 
non-commitalism : an exceedingly convenient sci- 
ence, of which he was the putative father, but 
with a questionable justice I suspect 

Far be from me any depreciation of his ma- 
jesty, especially as I am assured by an eminent 
'friend that his majesty, in speaking of me, " had 
often expressed the highest admiration of my 
character and abihties :" a fact which I disclose 
from no vanity (Heaven be praised ! I possess 
none), but for the benefit of the reader, who 
ought to know he is addressed by a person who 
is somebody. Nobody likes to be addressed by 
nobody. The best play of Shakspeare would be 
intolerable to a reader who should suppose it was 
written the other day by some Mr. Thompson or 
Johnson. 
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When the emperor's answer finally came, it 
was explicit enough in its denial of the measure 
solicited. Insuperable reasons forbade the con- 
vocation of Parliament. Back marched the 
merchants. Anxiously heard the pet confec- 
tiqnaries the cheerless result. For many ages a 
cup has existed, which historians have universal- 
ly used to show the very pretty experiment that 
when a cup is full an additional drop will make 
it overflow. This was precisely the condition of 
the pet confectionaries. T6e denial of the em- 
peror constituted the drop that was to cause the 
overflow. All of them, through the whole em- 
pire, exploded simultaneously, by a sudden col- 
lapse of their respective vaults. Tremendous 
event ! It occurred in the second month of his 
majesty's reign; and, about five months after, 
" the experience of another year had proved the 
utter fallacy of the idea that a government con- 
fectionary was necessary as a fiscal agent." So 
great was the concussion, that the old emperor, 
though dead, heard it, and shocked the world by 
indecorously uttering aloud, " Faithless corpora- 
tions ! faithless corporations ! !" 

And no wonder. They falsified his solemn 
announcement to Parliament in their favour, 
^ that the moneys of the empire can be collect- 
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ed and disbursed by the local confectionaries 
without loss and inconvenience," and sullied his 
memory with the charge of having removed the 
government funds from a depository of admitted 
safety, and placed them in depositories which 
exploded, a^ his enemies had predicted they 
would. 

But faithless corporations ! was an exclama- 
tion appropriate to his enemies also ; for the de- 
funct monster, fatal to its friends, as it always 
had been, exploded too, and more shamelessly 
and shamefully than all the others ; thus taking 
the edge from the triumph of the emperor's ene- 
mies, by demonstrating that the deposites would 
have suffered equally had they not been re- 
moved. 

Faithless mint-drops ! might the defunct enoK 
peror have exclaimed, as well as faithless cor- 
porations ! for the mint-drops that he had coaxed 
into circulation had all, at the first explosion of 
the confectionaries, vanished from the face of the 
earth like the clansmen of the Highland chief, 
when, 

" Waving his hand, 
Down sunk the disappearing band ; 
£ach warrior vanished where he stoodi 
In broom or bracken, heath or wood. 
It seemed as if their mother earth 
Had swftllowed up her warlike birth." 



THE PHILOSOPHICAL BHPKHOIL 97 

And thereby as effectually burlesquing the eipper- 
or's boast of having improved the currency, as 
the explosion of the pets belied his assertion 
'that they could collect and disburse the revenues 
"without loss and inconvenience. . 

Mutatis mutandis, said mad King Lear; at 
one moment a justice trymg a felon for stealing 
a sheep; at another moment a felon tried by a 
justice {or receiving stolen mutton. Thus fared 
the new emperor. He who, a moment ago, 
eould see in the distresses of his subjects no 
motive for convoking Parliament, was now made 
to feel, in his own embarrassments, great and 
urgent reasons for its convocation as early as 
practicable. 

To understand these great and urgent rea- 
sons, you must remember that the nevv emperor 
had promised to walk in the footsteps of his il- 
lustrious predecessor. The new reign was only 
an elcmgation of the old ; hence the new emperor 
had to act in the present emergency as though 
the acts of the preceding reign had been his own: 
that is, he had to prevent, if possible, any oblo- 
quy from attaching to the said acts. 

Apart from the above difficulty, the explosion 
need not have embarrassed his majesty. The 
coi^ectionaries had exploded before, and the 

I 
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government had, by means thereof, obtained 
funds for prosecuting successfiilly a foreign war. 
Sugarplums of the collapsed institutions consti- 
tuted still the currency of the people. By as- 
suming a responsibility "wluch the emergency 
would have justified, his majesty need not have 
shocked his subjects by insisting on a better cur- 
rency in payment of his salary than they received 
in payment of their labour. The government 
should have alleviated the explosion as a com- 
mon calamity, instead of flying into a passion, 
like a brutish master when his horse happens to 
stumble and sprain its shoulder. 

But his illustrious predecessor had bequeathed 
to his majesty the task of justifying the destruc- 
tion of a national confectionary, and the remo- 
val of deposites into institutions which had col- 
lapsed, as their enemies predicted they would. 
He therefore felt responsible for their delinquen- 
cy, and, like a man who fears the cry of stop 
thief, resolved to raise the cry first, and continue 
it the loudest and longest. Treacherous corpo- 
rations ! was the cue given by the defunct em- 
peror to escape the imputation of folly to him- 
self. Treacherous corporations ! was the re- 
sponsive hue and cry of the follower in his foot- 
steps. 
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When the Parliament assembled, they felt 
about as queer as a learned physician when he 
is called in great haste to look at a dead pa- 
tient on whom he has expended great quantities 
of his precious time and precious medicines. 
The result seems wonderful ! So thought the 
Parliament That the moneys of the empire 
could be collected and disbursed by the pets 
without loss or inconvenience, had been demon- 
strated more than seventeen months ago, and 
now the deposites in their keeping were no lon- 
ger available to meet the necessities of govern- 
ment The currency had been greatly improved 
by the infusion of large quantities of mint-drops, 
and now it was worse than ever. 

Every dog has his day, says a proverb. Par- 
tisans are prone to become so committed that 
they will follow a leader to Old Nick if the 
leader will not turn short comers. These, by 
breaking the continuity of the proceedings, de- 
stroy the committal. When, therefore, the Par- 
liament assembled, and the emperor requested it 
to remove the deposites from the pets into safes 
and vaults of his own, as it had heretofore re- 
moved the said deposites from the monster into 
the pets ; to abandon the currency, which here- 
tofore it had been taught to improve ; to disre« 
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gard domestic exchange, and let ihe people take 
care of themselves, and the government take 
care of only itself — the Parliament became ab- 
solutely refractory. They looked at each other, 
as scarcely crediting that these could be the 
great and urgent reasons for which they had 
been unseasonably convened; and they conto- 
maciously adjourned without effecting one of the 
requirements. 

The people were even more disinclined to the 
untried expedient than the Parliament .like 
the valetudinarian who was well, took physic to 
become better, and then died, the people per- 
ceived nothing except that they had been well, 
till the emperor's humble efforts to improve the 
currency sought to make them better, and now 
the currency was in ruins. 

But if the people disliked the emperor's prop- 
osition, they liked still less the measures to which 
it led him. If the confectionaries were not safe 
depositories, the government could not consist- 
ently receive their plums, and lock them in its 
safes and vaults; hence the emperor's position 
compelled him to reject sugarplums ey&k for the 
postage of a letter, and thb at a period when 
the people possessed no mint-drops, and could 
not procure them without great pecuniary loss. 
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He had to go a step farther. He could not dis- 
burse to his creditors what he was unwilling to 
receive from his debtors; hence he paid all sala- 
ries in mint-drops, and thus created the odious 
distinction of an imperial currency of mint-drops 
for office-holders, and a currency of depreciated 
plums for the people. Nay, as he had vowed 
uncompromising hostiUty to a government con- 
fectionary, he had to proceed a step farther, and 
insbt that no obligation rested on the govern- 
ment to provide a currency for the nation ; that 
the people expected too much of their rulers ; 
and that government best discharged its duties 
when it took care of itself and left the people to 
take care of themselves. 

When his majesty arrived at these conclusions, 
he must have felt as much astonished as Berke- 
ley when he had demonstrated the non-exist- 
ence of a material universe. But his majesty, 
like the bishop, had attained his portion legiti- 
mately. The bishop was driven onward by 
false premises, the emperor by a false position. 
The interference of his late majesty in the ap- 
pointment of shopkeeper to the government con- 
fectionary gave birth to a repulse on the part of 
the confectioner. This begat his majesty's doubts 
in relation to the constitutionality of said confec- 

12 
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tionarjy which doubts begat the straggles of the 
confectioner, which straggles begat the Teto, 
which begat the pressure, which begat the re- 
moval of the deposites, which begat the panic, 
which begat an entire prostration of business, 
which produced the expansion, which begat the 
land speculations, which b^at excessive depos- 
ites, which begat alarm for their safety, which 
begat the requirement of mint-drops, the pro- 
hibition of small sugarplums, and the recom- 
mendation of prodigal expenditures; which lat- 
ter begat the distribution law, which begat the 
collapse, which begat the vaults and safes, which 
begat the rejection of sugarplums in payment of 
duties, which begat the denial of any obligation 
to provide a currency for the nation, which be- 
gat the doctrine that people expected too much 
of their ralers, and that government must take 
care of itself, and the people take care of them- 
selves. These results all made themselves, and 
were as unexpected to the emperor as to any of 
his subjects. Such is forever the trouble of a 
false position. Every step is made compulsorily, 
with reference to the one that precedes; while, 
in a true position, every step is made voluntarily, 
in contemplation of the one which is to follow* 
No part of his majesty's subjects were pleased 
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wiih his parliamentary recommendaticm except 
a sect of philanthropists who had recently risen 
in Kroywen, the commercial emporium of the 
empire. His majesty had imbodied their decla- 
mation in his message, and which, till thus dig- 
nified, had been deemed fanaticism or madness. 
It denounced all corporations, railroads, canals, 
public debts, private credits, and especially su- 
garplums — measures which civilization has de- 
vised for the melioration of society — ^and substitu- 
ted the dog-and-manger malevolence, that limits 
the swift to the pace of the slow, the strong to 
the efforts of the weak. 

The doctrines of these philanthropists were 
thought captivating to the self-love of the poor; 
hence some persons supposed that his majesty 
meant to widen the experiment on popularity of 
his illustrious predecessor, so as to include among 
his special supporters the poor as well as the fee- 
blenninded. 

But, whatever may have been his motive, he 
succeeded in pleasing the philanthropists. He 
was hastening on their political millennium, when 
no currency should exist but mint-drops ; when, 
consequently, prices would fall of lands, rents, 
houses, food, and clothing. Should labour fall 
in an equal ratio, the poor would still gaia. 
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The change would save them from counterfeit 
sugarplums, a promment evU in the imagination 
of the philanthropists. 

The benefits thus expected constituted, howev- 
er, the chief disadvantages which other people 
deprecated from the emperor's untried expedient. 
If present debts were to be paid with a currency 
exclusively of mint-drops, debtors would be im- 
poverished, and creditors unjustly enriched. His 
majesty argued that such losses should be dis- 
regarded in a great financial revolution. The 
people would regard ihem, and especially would 
they regard his persistance in an untried expe^ 
dient which he knew they disliked. 

But his majesty's illustrious predecessor had 
vanquished the monster by retaining, amid pan- 
ic, pressure, and expansion, his gripe on its 
throat; and his present majesty, thinking like 
causes would produce like effects, concluded to 
hold on to his untried expedient, ** in spite of 
lamentations here or elsewhere." The logic 
was good, but the application was fallacious. 
The former controversy presented the nation no 
other alternative but to sustain the government, 
or see it vanquished by one of its agents. But 
the alternative now presented to the people was, 
. irhether the emperor ishould vanquish them, or 
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About this time observers b^an to note ser* 
eral mysterious incidents. The early friends of 
old Lady Felderal were found to constitute a 
large portion of the emperor's most zealous sup* 
porters. Nay, persons professed to see a grow- 
ing resemblance between her doctrines and his ; 
though, the more it developed itself, the louder 
were his denunciations of her. His perastance 
in opposition to the will of the people was ex- 
ceedingly like her belief, tiiat tiie people are 
their own worst enemies. His desire to obtain 
possession of the government funds was much 
like her desire to strengthen t^e power of the 
executive ; while a violent proscription which he 
commenced of all persons who opposed his un- 
tried expedient was equivalent to her gag-law 
in its spirit, and to her reign of terror in its ef- 
fects. He showed about this time, also, a strong 
inclination towards her favourite measure, a 
standing army; and people began to believe, 
that, if he could carry his untried expedient, they 
would soon have to carry on their backs the 
Glanden saddle. 

New irritations were constantly accruing. A 
sufficiency of mint-drops existed not to transact 
the accustomed business ; and every person saw, 
if government would not provide a currency com- 
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mensurate with the wants of the people, the peo- 
ple must limit their business to the currency. 
Enterprise, therefore, began to stagnate, the pro- 
ductions of agriculture and art to fall. Houses, 
lands, rents, wages fell also, and a deep^eated 
discontent pervaded the community. 

In this state of the public feeling a new Par- 
liament assembled. The emperor again present- 
ed to it his untried expedient, and the people 
saw with indignation that, after a suspense of 
nearly the whole session, executive influence tri- 
umphed over the popular will, and the obnosious 
project received the sanctions of law. 

The joy of the emperor at his victory (such 
he evidently viewed it, and such his friends open- 
ly pronounced it) was extreme. In imitation of 
his predecessor, he so arranged that the act was 
consummated on the anniversary of the will 
which we have heretofore spoken of; and he 
farther outraged the people, adding insult to in- 
jury, by proclaiming the new act as a rival in 
glory to the said will which had made Boresko 
independent. 

The people assembled in imusual masses, and 
determined to reject an emperor whose only 
triumphs were over his subjects, and whose 
only ends were the destruction of all enterprise* 
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They chose as leader an old general who had 
won many battles, but who, when now sought, 
was found, like Cincinnatus (and, by a remarka- 
ble coincidence, near a city of that name), at 
the plough, with a log cabin for his dwelling, 
and hard cider for his only Champagne. 

The emperor, deceived by flatterers, who ever 
surround the great, and who represented his pop- 
ularity as unchanged, attributed the enthusiasm 
of his enemies to intoxication, and deemed it 
more dangerous to the temperance reformation 
than to him. Still his prudence prevailed over 
the false security which flatterers were inculca- 
ting ; and, by degrees, all the energies of his 
mind, all the resources of his station, became 
active in the coming contest, which both parties 
resolved should terminate in victory or death. 

The army of the emperor was grave and well 
disciplined, the army of the people tumultu- 
ous, fantastical, and tuneful. The imperial 
troops, long accustomed to victory, looked upon 
their opponents with disdain ; and, deeming them 
rebels, practised towards them the most savage 
and dishonest stratagems. The troops of the 
people, confident in the righteousness of their 
cause and the strength of their numbers, resorted 
to neither ambush nor decoy 3 but they still re- 
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tained a secret appreheni^on of their veteran en* 
einies. Each party, however, left to chance 
nothing that could be provided against by pro- 
fase expenditure and the loost careful organiza^ 
tion. 

The distance wUcb separated the combatants 
diminished daily, till proximity brought on the 
^counter. Fierce was the onset, terrible the 
shock of arms. The battle was continued for 
three days by portions of the troops, but when 
the sun descended on the first day the result wa» 
no longer doubtfuk The imperial troops were 
routed in every direction, leaving slain on the 
field of battle nearly aSl their officers, and leav- 
ing as spoils to the conquerors all the trappings 
that distingmshed the officers, all the regalia that 
decorated the empercNr, and all the military chests- 
that belonged to the empire. 

The emper(»r himself was found among the 
stain, pierced with two hundred and thirty-four 
bullets, or, as they are called in Boresko, bal* 
lots ; but, when the crown was removed firom 
his head, and his features distinctly revealed,^ 
judge of the surprise which seized upon all the 
beholders when the emperor was found to be old 
Lady Felderal herself. No doubt any loi^eer 
cidsted that the defunct had been a magician, or. 
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raiher, a witch. As she could not obtain power 
in her original shape, she had transformed her* 
fielf into a man, and so ingratiated herself into 
the confidence of the philosophical emperor as 
to be appointed his success(»r. 

The death of the magician diasolved all' the 
charms which he had been capable of creating* 
They had so affected the eyes and understand- 
ing of his followers, that many of them, wh^i 
they looked upon the old veteran who had led 
fhe army of the people, supposed that he wore 
petticoats. They now saw the old hero in his 
true character : brave in combat, wise in coun- 
cil, honest in purpose, fearless in execution ; and 
fhey united with his followers in proclaiming him 
emperor. His progress towards the capital was 
gladdened by the rejoicings of the pec^le, and 
the day of his coronation was welcomed as a day 
of deliverance. 

The new emperor did not long sway the seep* 
tre of Boresko. ^^ One month after the corona- 
tion,'* say the chroniclers of these events,** Heav- 
en, deeming the toil of an earthly crown unjust 
to him who had already earned in his country's 
service a crown immortal, snatched to the frui- 
tions of eternity the hero, full of years, and ripe 
in wisdom and goodness, blessed alike m the re- 

K 
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nown of his life and in the time of hi& death/' 
The memory of this emperor is preserved ia all 
the extant histories of Boresko, which with one 
voice declare that the people mourned his death 
and revered his virtues. 

The successor to the throne of Boresko, im- 
pressed with the wisdom of the precepts and the 
purity of the example of the deceased emperor, 
laboured to execute what the latter had planned, 
and so well discharged the duties devolved on 
him, that, except the natural grief which must 
ever attend the death of those we love and ven- 
erate, the people were never able to perceive 
that the death of the old hero operated to their 
injury. He ended immediately the financial ex- 
periments of the preceding reigns ; established a 
national confectionary with limitations which pre- 
vented mischief, and with powers that ensured 
usefulness. Internal exchange again became 
equalized, foreign exchange regulated. Mer- 
chants were again facilitated in the payment of 
government dues, and government was again fa- 
cilitated in their safe keeping and disbursement 
Individual credit, relieved from an unstable cur- 
rency, reinvigorated commerce, and commerce 
refilled the national treasury. Government, re- 
lieved from its pecuniary embarrassments, dis- 
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charged its debts, abandoned the discreditable 
shifts of poverty, and again prosecuted its na- 
tional defences, and accomplished its other na- 
tional duties. Agriculture again filled the mouth 
and replenished the pockets of labour. Corpo- 
rate credit, no longer denounced, slandered, and 
terrified, was again active in interlacing the em- 
pire with raihroads and canals. 

A large domain also, that had been subjected 
to piecemeal consumption in a thriftless support 
of governmental expenses, was appropriated to 
the several provinces in aid of their public works 
and the education of their fast-increasing popu- 
lation; while the sums thus diverted from the 
treasury were reinstated by a tariff that promo- 
ted domestic manufactures. 

So great and sudden was the reflux of pros- 
perity, that the past years of experiment and em- 
barrassment seemed only like a troubled dream. 
But what to patriots was most interesting, the 
revolution falsified the theory that popularity is 
best obtained by legislating to gratify folly. The 
present emperor resolved to reverse the experi- 
ment, and try if popularity is not obtainable by 
legislating to gratify wisdom. He governed by 
this rule during four years, and then voluntarily 
resigned his high office and retired to private 
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life, happy in the affection and gratitude of his 
country, and leaving to all future aspirants after 
popularity the benefit of the rule by which he 
goyemed, and which, though it may not in all 
cases prove as successful as in his, will always 
be found the best guide to a permanent popu- 
larity that the finitude of human intellect admits : 

For Wisdom*! wants fix*d objects own. 
And, like the north star*8 place, when hid are known ; 
But Folly's wants are like the Goodwin-sands* 
Which unseen shifts, and never firmly stands ; 
' Who follow these, their labour lose with pain. 
Who those purrae, iaccets and pleasure gain. 



THE END. 
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Time, by William Jones, Esq. With Annotations by an Amei- 
isan. In 3 vols. Sva With Engravings, &c. 

The Historical Works of William Robertson, D.D. 

In 3 vols. Svo. With Maps, Engravings, &c. 

The History of the Discovery and Settlement of 

America. By William Robertson, D.D. With an Account 
of his Life and Writings. To virhich are added. Questions 
for the Examination of Students By John Frost, A.M. In 
one volume, Svo. With a Portrait and Engravings. 

The History of the Reign of the Emperor Charles 
V. ; with a View of the Progress of Society in Europe, from 
the Subversion of the Roman Empire to the Beginning of the 
Sixteenth Century. By William Robertson, D.D. To which 
are added Questions for the Examination of Students. By 
John Frost, A.M. In one volume, Svo. With Engravings. 

The History of Scotland, during the Reigns of 
Queen Marv and of Kin^ James VI., till his Accession to th* 
Crown of England. With a Review of the Scottish History 
previous to that Period. Including the History of India. 

The Pilgrim's Progress. With a Life of Banyan, 
by Robert Southey, LL.D. New and beautiful Edition, 
splendidly illustrated with fifty Engravings by Adams, and 
. BWgsntly bound. In one voiame» 12ina 



l^ew of the State of Europe during the Middle 

Ages. By Henry Hallam. From the Sixth London Edition. 
Complete in one volnme, Sra 

Hollin. — The Ancient History of the Egyptians, 

Carthaginians, Assyrians, BabylonianB, Medea and Persiaoa* 
Grecians and Macedonians ; indoding the History of the Atti 
and Sciences of the Ancients. By Charles Roliin. With m 
Life of the Author, by James BelL First complete American 
Edition. In 2 to1& Sva Embellished with nine EngraTinfi, 
mcluding three Maps. 

The Dramatic Works and Poems of William 

Shakspeare. With Notes, original and selected, and Intro* 
doctory Remarks to each Play, by Samuel Weller Singer* 
F.S.A., and a Life of the Poet, by Charles Simmons, D.D. 
Complete in one volume, Sva With numerous Engrayinga. 

The Dramatic Works of William Shakspeare, witk 

the Correcti<Mi8 and Illustrations of Dr. Johnson, 6. Steevens, 
and others. Revised by Isaac Reed, Esq. In 6 vols, crown 
8vo. With a Portrait and other Engravings. 

Frideaux's Connexions; or, the Old and New 
Testaments connected, in the History of the Jews and neigh- 
bouring Nations ; from the Declension of the Kinsdoms of 
Israel and Judah to the Time of Christ. By Humphre]f Pri- 
deaux, D.D., Dean of Norwich. New Edition. To wmch is 
prefixed the Life of the Author, containing some liCtters 
which he wrote in Defence and Illustraticm of certain Parts 
of his Connexions. In 2 vols. 8va With Maps and En 
gravings. 

Plutarch's Lives. Translated from the oridnal 
Greek, with Notes, critical and historical, and a Life of Plu- 
tarch. By John Langhome, D.D., and William Langhome, 
A.M. A new Edition, carefully revised and correctod. In 
one volume, 8vo. With Plates. 

The same Work in 4 elegant 13mo. volumes, large 

type. 

Addison*s Works* New and splendid Edition. 

In press. 

The Spectator, New and splendid Edition. In 

presa 

Phe Works of Henry Mackenzie, Esq. Complete 
B one volume, ISma WithaPortnit 




The complete Works of Edmund Burke With a 

Memoir. In 3 vols. Svo.. With a Portrait. 

Sermons of the Rev. James Saurin, late Pastor ot 
the French Cbarch at tho Hague. From the French, by the 
Rev. Robert Robinson, Rev. Henry Hunter, D.D., and Rer. 
Joseph Shatcliffe, A.M. A new Edition, with additional 
Sermons. Revised and corrected by the Rev. Samuel Bur^ 
der, A.M. With a Likeness of the Author, and a general In- 
dex. From the last London Edition. With a Preface, by 
the Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw, D.D. In 2 vols. 8vo. 

The Works of John Dryden, in Verse and Prose. 
With a Life, by the Rev. John Mitford. In 2 vola. 8v« 
With a Portrait 

The Works of Hannah More. In 7 vols. 12mo 

Illustrations to each volume. 

The same Work, in 2 vols, royal Svo., with Dins 

trations. 

Also an Edition in two volumes, royal 8vo. WitL 

a Portrait 

Memoirs of the Life and Correspondence of Mrs. 

Hannah More. By Waiiam Roberts, Esq. With a Portrait 

Midwifery Illustrated. By J. P. Maygrier, M.D. 
Translated from the French, with Notes. By A. Sidney 
Doane, A.M., M.D. With 82 Plates. 

The Study of Medicine. By John Mason Good, 

M.D., F.R.S. Improved from the Author's Manuscripts, and 
by Reference to the latest Advances in Physiology, Pathol* 
Ogy* and Practice. By Samuel Cooper, M.D. With Notes, 
hj A. Sidney Doane, A.M., M.D. To which is prefixed, a 
Sketch of the History of Medicine, from its Origin to the 
Commencement >of the Nineteenth Century. By J. Boetock, 
M.D., F.R.S. In2vols. 8vo. 

A. Treatise on Topographical Anatomy; or, the 
Anatomy of the Regions of the Human Body, considered in 
its Relations with surgery and operative Medicine. With 
an Atlas of twelve Plates. By Ph. Fred. Blaiidin, Professor 
of Anatomy and Operative Medicine, etc. Translated from 
the French, by A. Sidney Doane, AJif.,M.D. 8va Withad- 
ditkmai Matter and Plates. 



Surgery IlIustratecL Compiled from the Works of 

Cutler, Hind, Velpeaa, and Blksiai. By A. Sidney Doane, 
A.M., M.D. With 52 Platea. 

A Manual of Descriptiye Anatomy. By J. L. 
Bavle. Translated from the sixth French Edition, by A. 
Sidney Doano, A.M., fi.D. iSmo. 

I^exicon Medicum ; or, Medical Dictionary. By 
R. Hooper, M.D. With Additions from American Authorsr 
by Samuel Akerly, M.D. 8Sro. 

A Dictionary of Practical Surgery. By S. Cooper, 
M.D. With numerous Notes and Additions, embracing all 
the principal American Improvements. By D. M. Reese^ 
H.D. 8vo. 

A 'freatise on Epidemic Cholera, as observed in 

the Duane-street Cholera Hospital, New-York, during its 
Prevalence there in 1834. By Floyd T. Ferris. 8to. Wi^ 
Plates. 

A History of the Church, from the earliest Ages 
to the Reforaiation. By the Rev. George Waddington, M.A. 
8yo. 

English S3monymes. With copious IllustraticMis 

and Explanations, drawn from the best Writers. By Geoiga 
Crabb, M.A. Svo. 

Letters and Journals of Lord B3nron« With Notices 

of his Life. By Thomas Moore, Esq. In 2 vols. Svo. With 
a Portrait. 

Voyage of the United States Frigate Potomac^ 

under the Command of Com. John Downes, during the Cir- 
cumnavigation of the Globe, in the years 1831, 1832, 1833, and 
1834 : including a particular Account of the Ensaisement at 
Qualiah Battoo, on the Coast of Sumatra ; with all the official 
Documents relating to the same. By J. N. Reynolds. Svo. 
Illustrated with ten Steel Engravings. 

The Works of the Rev. Robert Hall, A.M. With 

a brief Memoir of his Life, by Dr. Gregory, and Obserrationi 
on his Character as a Preacher, by Uie Rev. John Foster. 
Edited by Olinthus Gregory, LL.D. In 2 toIs. 8vo. With 
a Portrait 

The Fairy BooL Blastrated with 81 woodcntt 
by Adams. Itao 



The Percy Anecdotes. Revised Edition. T« 

which is added, a valuable Collection of American Anecdotes, 
original and selected. 8vo. With Portraits. 

The Book of Nature. By John Mason Good, 
M.D., F.R.S. To which is now prefixed a Sketch of tht 
Author's Life. 8vo. 

Essays on the Principles of Morality, and on the 
PriTate and Political Rights and Obligations of Mankind. Bj 
Jonathan Dymond. With a Pre&ce by the Rev. George Bush, 
M.A. 8vo. 

A Dictionary of the Holy Bible. Containing an 

Historical Account of the Persons ; a Geographical Account 
of Places ; a Literal, Critical, and 8]rstematic Description ol 
other Objects, whether Natural, Artificial, Civil, Religious, 
or Military ; and an Explanation of the Appellatiye Terms 
mentioned in the Old and New Testaments. By the Rev. 
John Brown, of Haddington. With a Life of the Author, and 
an Essay on the Evidences of Christianity. Bto. 

The Life and Surprising Adventures of Robinson 
Crusoe, of York, Mariner. With a Biographical Account of 
De Foe. Illustrated with fifty characteristic Engravings by 
Adams. 12mo. 

Poems by William Cullen Bryant New Edition, 

enlarged. 12mo. With a Vignette. 
The same Work, fancy muslin, gilt edges* 

The same Work, bound in silk, gilt edges. 

Sallust's Jugurthine War and Conspiracy of Cat- 
iline, with an English Commentary, and Geographical and 
Historical Indexes. By Charles Anthon, LL.D. SizUi 
Edition, corrected and enlarged. ]2mo. With a Portrait 

Select Orations of Cicero, with an English Com* 
mentary, and Historical, Geographical, and Legal Indexes. 
By Charles Anthon, LL.D., &c 12mo. 

A Life of George Washington. In Latin Prose. 
By Francis Glass, A.M., of Ohia Edited ly J. N. Reynolds 
l2mo. With a Portrait. 

loitia Latina, or the Rudiments of the latin Tongue. 
Illastrated b? PrognssiTs fiitvciiMi By CJvlet H Lyon. 



Miniature Lexicon of the English Langaage. Bj 

Lyman Cobb. 

A Year in Spain. By* a Young American. In 3 
Tols. 12mo. , with Vignette Embellishments. 

Spain Revisited. By the Author of " A Year in 
Spain." In 2 vols. 12ma With Engravings. 

The American in England. By the Author of 
** A Year in Spain." In 2 vols. 12mo. 

Polynesian Researches, during a Residence of 
nearly Eight Years in the Society and Sandwich Islands. 
By WUliam Ellis. In 4 vols. ]2mo. With Maps, &c 

Travels and Researches in Cafiraria ; describing 
the Character, Customs, and Moral Condition of the Tribes 
inhabiting that Portion of Southern Africa. By Stephen Kay. 
12mo. With Maps, &c. 

England and the English. By E. L. Bulwer, Esq., 

M.P. In2Tols. i2ma 

Evidence of the Truth of the Christian Religion, 
derived from the literal Fulfilment of Prophecy. By the Rev. 
Alexander Keith. 12ma 

The Letters of the British Spy. By William Wirt, 
Esq. To vehich is prefixed, a Biograpmcal Sketch of ibm 
Author. 12mo. With a Portrait. 

Directions for Invie[oratinff and Prolonging Life; 

or, the Invalid's Oracle. By William Kitchiner, M.D. Im 
proved by T. S. Barrett, M.D. 12mo. 

The Cook's Oracle and Housekeeper's ManuaL 

Containing Receipts for Cookery, and Directions for Carving. 
With a Compete System of Cookery for Catholic Eunilies. 
By William Kitchiner, M.D. 12mo. 

The Plays of Philip Massinger. In 8 vols. ISmo. 

With a Portrait. 

The Dramatic Works of John Ford. With Notes 

Critical and Explanatory. In 2 vols. ISmo. 

Wonderful Characters ; Comprising Memoirs and 
Anecdotes of the most Remiikab\a ?«cac!iA ol «5«ri l^B^ voiL 
AfmUoa. Bj Henry Wil««. 8fo. NVVSiils^pK^a^i^ 



Paris and the Parisians in 1835. By Frances 

Trollope. 8to. With EngraTUigs. 
A. Narrative of Four Voyages to the South Sea, 

North and South Pacific Ocean, Chinese Sea, Ethiopic and 
Southern Atlantic Ocean, and Antarctic Ocean. From the 
year 1822 to 183 1 . Comprising an Account of some valnablo 
Discoveries, Including the Massacre Islands, where thirteen 
of the Author's Crew were massacred and eaten by Cannibak. 
By Captain Benjamin Morrell, Jun. In one volume. 8vo. 

Narrative of a Voyage to the South Seas, in 1829- 

1831. By Abby Jane Morrell, who accompanied her husband^ 
Captain Benjamin Monelly Jun., of the Schooner Antarctic. 
12mo. 

Traits of the Tea-Party ; being a Memoir of George 

R. T. Hewes, one of the lAst of its Survivors. With a His- 
tory of that Transaction ; Reminiscences of the Massacre, and . 
the Siege, and other Stories of old Times. By a Bostonian. 
18mo. With a Portrait. 

A.n Elementary Treatise on Mechanics* Trans- 
lated from the French of M. Boucharlat With Additions 
Ukd emendations, designed to adapt it to the use of the Cadets 
of the U. S. Military Academy. By Edward H. Courtenay. 
8vo. 

The Life of John Jay : with Selections from his 
Correspondence and Miscellaneous Papers. By his Son^ 
William Jay. In 2 vols. 8vo. With a Portrait. 

Annals of Tryon County ; or, the Border Warfare 
of New-York, during the Bievolution. By W. W. Campbell. 
8vo. 

A Narrative of Events connected with the Rise 
and Progress of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia. 
To whicn is added an Apjpendiz, containing the Journals of 
the Conventions in Virginia from the Commencement to tfa« 
present Time. By Francis L. Hawkes. 8vo. 

A Memoir of the Life of William Livingston, 

Member of Congross in 1774, 1775, and 1776 ; Delegate to the 
Federal Convention in 1787, and Governor of the State of 
New-Jersey from 1776 to 1790. With ExtcactAiraiSLXsNak^^K^ 
raepondencf, and Notices of 'vvdo\iA'%IL«n!^i%c&\i^'^v!d^* 
il^ ThMdara Sedgwick, Jun. S^itt* '^Vi^B.'S^aXsna^ 
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rhe Writings of Robert C. Sands, in Prose and 

Verse. With a Memoir of the Author. In 2 toU. Sto. 
With a Portrait. 

Narrative of an Expedition through the Upper 

, MiMiwippi to Itasca Lake, the actual Source of this River; 

embracing an Exploratory Trip through the St Craiz tad 

Burnt wood (or Brul6) Rivers. By Heurj Schoolcraft Sra 

With Maps. 

England and America. A Comparison of the So- 
cial and Political State of both Nations. Sro. 

Sketches of Turkey in 1831 and 1832. By in 

American. 8vo. With Engravings. 

Letters from the JSgean. By James EmersoUy 

Esq. 8vo. 

Records of my Life. By John Taylor, Author 

of '* Monsieur Tonson.** 8to. 

The History of the American Theatre. By Wil- 
liam Dunlap. 8vo. 

Memoirs of the Duchess d'Ahrantes, (Madame Ja 
not.) 8yo. With a Portrait 

Memoirs of Lucien Bonaparte, (Prince of Ganino.) 

12mo. 

The Life and Remains of Edward Daniel Clarke. 

By the Rer. William Otter, A.M., F.L.S. Bto. 

Visits and Sketches at Home and Abroad With 
Tales and Miscellanies now first collected, and a new Editioii 
of the ** Diary of an Ennuy^.*' By Mrs. Jamescn. In 8 
▼ols. 12mo. 

Public and Private Economy. By Theodore Sedg- 
wick. Part First 12mo. 

The History of Virgil A. Stewart, and ^is Adven- 
tures in Capturing i ' 
Pirate" and his Oan 



tures in Capturing and Exposing the Oreat ** Western Land 
id his Oaiigt in Connexion with the Endence ; also 
of the Trials, Confessions, and Execution of a number ol 



Murrell's Associates in the State of Mississippi during the 
Summer of 1835, and ^he Execution of five Professional 
09mbli>rs by the Citizens of Vicksburgh, on the ^ Ji4y 
1835k Compiled l^H R. Howard. In one folnma^ ISma 
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Slavery in the United States. By James K. Panld* 

ing. In one Yolome, 18mo. 

Letters, Conversations, and Recollections of the 
late S. T. Coleridge. In one volame, 12mo. 

Specimens of the Table-Talk of the late Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge. In one Tolume, 12ina 

Protestant Jesuitism. By a Protestant. In one 

Tolume, 12ino. 

Four Years in Great Britain. By Calvin Colton. 

In one volame, 12mo. 

Thoughts on the Religious State of the Country : 

with Reasons for preferring Episcopacy. By the Rev. Calvin 
Colton. In one yolume, 12ma 

Lives of the Necromancers ; or, an Account of the 

most Eminent Persons in SueoessiYe Ages who have claimed 
for themselves, or to whom has been imputed by others, the 
Exercise of Magical Power. By William Godwm. I2ma 

The South-West. By a Yankee. In 2 vols. 
IZmo. 

The Ramhler in North America : 1882-1833. By 
Charles Joseph Latrobe, Author of the '* Alpenstock," dec. 
In 2 vols. 12mo. 

The Rambler in Mexico . 1834. By Charies Jo- 
seph Latrobe. In one volume, 12mo. 

Common School Library. First Series. 18mo. 

Common School Library. Second Series. 18mo. 

The Life of Edmund Eean. By Barry Cornwall. 
12mo. 

The Life of Wiclif. By Charles Webb Le Bas, 

A.M. 18mo. With a Portrait. 

The Life of Archbishop Cranmer. By Charier 
Webb Le Bas, A.M. In 2 vols. ISmo. WiUi a Portrait. 

The Consistency of the whole Scheme of Reve- 
lation with Itself and with Homan BfiaoiL By Philip Nich 
olas Shuttleworth. D D ISOM 
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Luther and the Lutheran Refonpation. By ibm 

Rev. John Scott, A.M. In 2 vols. 16mo. With Portraits. 

History of the Reformed Religion in France. By 

the Rev. Edward Smedley. In 3 vols. 18mo. With Engrm 
Tings. 

A Narrative of the Visit to the American Churcheiy 

by the Deputation from the Congrentional Union of Engiand 
and Wales. By Andrew Reed, DJ). and James MatbuBsoOi 
D.D. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

No Fiction : a Narrative founded on Recent and 

Interestmg Facts. By the Rev. Andrew Reed, D.D. New 
EditioiL I2mo. 

Martha : a Memorial of an only and heloved Sis* 
ter. By the Rev. Andrew Reed, Author of " No Fiction." 
12mo. 

Matthias and his Impostures ; or, the Progress of 

Fanaticism. Illustrated in the extraordinary Case of Robetf 
Matthews, and some of his Forerunners and Discipied. B| 
William L. Stone. 18mo. 

Constantinople and its Environs. In a Series Oa 

Lettersj exhibiting the actual State of the Manners, Coatoms, 
and Habits of the Turks, Armenians, Jews, and Greeks, as 
modified by the Policy of Sultan Mahmoud. By an Ameri- 
can, long Resident at Constantinople (Commodore Porter). 
2 vols. I2mo. 

The Tourist, or Pocket Manual for Travellers on 

the Hudson River, the Western Canal and Stage Road to 
Niagara Falls, down Lake Ontario and the St I^wrence to 
Montreal and Quebec. Comprising also the Routes to Leba 
non, Ballston, and Saratoga Springs. 18mo. With a Map. 

An Improved Map of the Hudson River, with the 

Post Roads between New-York and Albany. 

The Life of Andrew Jackson, President of the 
United States of America. By William Cobbett, M.P. iSma 
With a Portrait 

Things as they are; or, Notes of a Travellei 

through some of the Middle and Northern States. ISmow 
With Engravings. 

Letters to Young Ladies. By Mrs. L. H. Sigour* 
nay. Third Edition enlaifed. 12mo. 
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The Political Grammar of the United States ; or, 

a Complete View of the Theory and Practice of the General 
and State Governments, with the Relations between thenk 
By Edward D. Mansfield. 12mo. 

Elements of the Etiology and Philosophy of Epi« 
demies. In two Parts. By Joseph Mather Smith, M.D. 

A Treatise on Language ; or, the Relations which 
Words bear to things. By A. B. Johnson. 

History of Priestcraft in all Ages and Countries 
By 'William Howitt. In one volume, I2mo. 

The History of Henry Milner, a Little Boy who 
was not brought up according to the Fashions of this World. 
In Uuree Parts. By Mrs. Sherwood. 

The Lady of the Manor ; being a Series of Con- 

▼ersations on the Subject of Confirmation. By Mrs. Sher- 
wood. In 4 vols. 12mo. 

Practical Education. By Maria Edgeworth, and 
by Richard Lovell £dgeworth. 

Rosamond, with other tales. By Maria Edgeworth* 
In one volume, 12mo. 

The Parent's Assistant. By Maria Edgeworth. 
In one volume, 12mo. 

Harry and Lucy ; with other Stories. By Maria 
Edgeworth. In 2 vols. 12mo. \ 

Frank. (Complete.) By Maria Edgeworth. 1m 

one volume, 12mo. 

A Winter in the West. By a New-Yorker. (C. 

F. Hoffman, Esq.) In 2 vols. 12mo. 

France : Social, Literary, and Political. By H. L. 

Bulwer, Esq., M.P. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

Domestic Duties, or Instructions to Young Mar- 
ried Ladies on the Management of thenr Households, and the 
Regulation of their Conduct in the various Relations and 
Duties of M arried Life. By MrSb W. Parkes. With Improve- 
ments. In one volume, 12mo. 

Anecdotes of Sir Walter Scott. By the Ettrick 
Shepherd. With a Life of the Author, by S. Dewitt Blood- 
good, Esq. In one voiumo Ittmo 
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The Life of Baron Cuvier. By Mrs. Lee. Li 

one Tolmne, 12mo. 

Letters to Ada. By the Rev. Dr. Pise* In one 

Tolume, ISma 

Letters of J. Downing, Maior, Downingville Mi- 
litia, Second Brigade, to ms Old Friend Mr. Dwight of the 
New- York Daily Advertiser. In one Tolume, ISmo. With 
Engravings. 

Sketches and Eccentricities of CoL David Crock* 

ett. In one volume, 12mo. 

Scenes in our Parish. By a *' Country ParsonV 

Daughter. In one volume, 12mo. 

The Life, Character, and Literary Labours of 
Samuel Ihrew, A.M. By his eldest Son. In one vdome, 
. 12mo. 

The Life of Mrs. Siddons. By Thomas Camp- 

belL In one volume, 12mo. With a Portrait. 
Observations on Professions, Literature, Manners, 

and Emigration, in the United States and Cainda. By the 
Rev. Isaac Fidler. In one volume, 12mo. 

Cobb's School Books. Including Walker^s Dic- 
tionary, Explanatory Arithmetic, Nos. 1 & 2, North American 
Reader, &c. 

The Sibyl's Leaves. By Mrs. Coley. 
Discourses and Addresses on Subjects of American 

Historv, Arts, and Literature. By Gulian C. Yerplanck. In 
one volume, 12mo. 

Narrative of Voyages to Explore the Shores of 

Africa, Arabia, and Madagascar ; performed in H. M. Shipe 
Leven and Baracouta, under the Direction of Captain W. F. 
W. Owen, R.N. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

A Treatise on the Millennium ; in which the pre- 
vailing Theories on that Subject are carefoUy examined; and 
the True Scriptural Doctrine attempted to be elicited and es- 
tablished. By George Bush, A.M. In one volume, 12mo. 

A Concordance to the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments. By John Brown of Haddinston. Id 
one volume, 32ma 
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